
Three or Four Necessary Things this Period,
Homily of Metropolitan of Morphou, Neofytos,

during the Divine Liturgy of the feast of the Beheading of St. John the Forerunner,
which took place in the holy church of the Holy Forerunner of the community of

the Forerunner of the metropolitan periphery of Morphou (29.8.2022)

Μόρφου Νεόφυτος:
Τὰ τρία τέσσερα ἀπαραίτητα αὐτὴν τὴν περίοδο

Κηρύγμα Μητροπολίτου Μόρφου κ. Νεοφύτου κατὰ τὴ Θεία Λειτουργία τῆς
ἑορτῆς τῆς ἀποτομῆς τῆς τιμίας κεφαλῆς τοῦ Ἁγίου Ἰωάννου τοῦ Προδρόμου, ποὺ
τελέσθηκε στὸν πανηγυρίζοντα ἱερὸ ναὸ τοῦ Τιμίου Προδρόμου τῆς κοινότητος

Προδρόμου, τῆς μητροπολιτικῆς περιφέρειας Μόρφου (29.08.2022).

an English transcription of the video from ΟΜΙΛΙΕΣ ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΛΙΤΟΥ ΜΟΡΦΟΥ

Apolytikion of St. John the Forerunner
Thememory of the just is celebratedwith hymns of praise, but the Lord’s
testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be
truly even more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast granted
to baptize in the running waters Him Whom they proclaimed. Where-
fore, having contested for the truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the
good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared in the flesh,
taking away the sin of the world and granting us great mercy.

MANY BLESSED YEARS to you too. My dear fathers and brothers, the paradox
is that today, in our age, many do not live a lot of years. Due to different

reasons and causes, they “leave” in a young age. In any case, not old [enough].
There is a prophecy of the great prophet of Rus-
sia, Saint Matrona the Blind. Saint Matrona slept
in the decade of the 1950s. She said that, before
the greatWorldWar, many good people “but some-
howweak in faith” in order not to be tormented by
theWar, Godwill allow them to “depart” before the
War. Somewill depart through illnesses and others
through accidents.
I am asking you, “Are we not witnessing this right now?”
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Another Saint of God, who slept in 2002, Gerontissa [eldress] Lambrini Vetsiou
[lived] in a village of mountainous Arta, Greece. I suggest you read a really good
book,Ascetics in theWorld, first and second volumes.1 There are some Cypriots in
the book, people like you who lived in cities, most [of them] in villages, married,
with children, grandchildren, who lived in an orthodox way.
What does it mean “to live in an orthodox way”? They lived ascetically with few
[things], like St. John the Forerunner.
As Maria Iordanidou wrote in Loxandra, “Who is rich? He who rests in the few.”
He is the rich one. All the rest, we are poor. Either we have millions or [we have]
debts.

This woman, Gerontissa Lambrini, said many
[prophetic] things. I won’t state them now. Read
them. You can find them in the book Ascetics in
the World which was written by a disciple of Saint
Paisios. I was informed of many things not men-
tioned in the book by a disciple of her, who is now
old, [living] in Arta.

She [Gerontissa Lambrini] said to him [the disciple],
“Count 20 years frommy reposal. In 20 years, aftermy reposal, thewhole
world will go crazy.”

That’s what she said!
“You won’t be able to communicate [with one another], not even with
your children. The world will go crazy!”

She slept in October 2002. Those who know mathematics, count 20 years from
then.
Watching the events unfold, after the big, manufactured experiment of Coron-
avirus, which, of course, being successful for the ones who created it, they will
repeat it. We are watching that everyone wishes to wage this great World War,
westerners and easterners. They want to create hunger in humanity.
A famous economist writes, “It is the first time that the governments of the states
want to go bankrupt. They want their peoples to go hungry, to get sick through
unseen epidemics.”

1Volume one of Ascetics in the world is available in English at several on-line book stores, such
as St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, Amazon, Ancient Faith Store and the publisher St. Nikodemos
the Hagiorite Publication Society. This volume includes the life of Gerontissa Lambrini.
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Monkeypox – instead of saying that it is the curse of our sins and our iniquity…
Why am I saying all these on today’s feast of St. John the Forerunner? Because
my dear ones, by next year, I am not sure who will [still] be alive, and who will
be here again on this day, in this highest village, [sitting] on the highest mountain
with the highest priest and bishop. [This village], which honors the highest Saint
of earth and heaven. I am not sure who [of us] will be on earth and who will be
in heaven.
In any case, Mr. Andreas, we will still exist. Either in heaven or on earth.
From the moment he is born, man never dies. What we call death, that which
your son went through, what my brother went through at his 24th year, lasts 2.5
seconds. Then again life, eternal life.
Thus, it is not possible that an immortal God, who has no death, who becameman
to beat death, beat the devil and beat our sin. it is not possible for such a God to
bring His creature into life and [then] let it die.
No! He brings us to life to live eternally, us who are free beings as we are “in His
image.” Is He free? We are also free. We can do whatever we like.
We wish to go to paradise, to eternal life, that is, the life of joy, we go. We wish to
go to eternal hell, where our conscience will test us? We will go on our own. God
won’t send us [there].
I am thinking since we “are sentenced” to be immortal, death has been beaten.
The only thing we have to do is beat our own death. How? First of all, by repent-
ing for our mistakes and the passions that each one has. Teacher of repentance,
the Saint celebrating today, St. John the Forerunner: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” [Matthew 3:2]
I know a sinful man who has a glorious holy icon of St. John the Forerunner.
Every night, before he goes to sleep, he venerates this holy icon and says to him,
“My Forerunner, what do you want from me?”
And he heard a voice coming from the holy icon and entering his heart. The
Forerunner told him a prayer which is now really, really necessary for all. He
heard the following:

“Baptist of Christ, teach me the repentance in the Holy Spirit.”
That is the role of a teacher. We cannot learn repentance on our own. We need
to ask the Honorable Forerunner to teach us.
I repeat, say often, during [using] your prayer rope, 50 times, 100 times, 33 times,
each one according to his power. “Baptist of Christ, teach me the repentance in
the Holy Spirit.”
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This is what our age primarily needs, [with] all the evils the people of the New
World Order, or better, the NewWorld Disorder, are preparing for us. So that we
do not have eternal death. This is the primarily necessary thing.
The second one, when we have repentance, to go to confession and ask a spiri-
tual father [to whom we confess] when we can receive the Holy Communion, to
receive his [the spiritual father’s] blessing so that we can receive the Holy Com-
munion as often as possible. But receive his blessing [before receiving the Holy
Communion], not do as we wish.
I want you to add another prayer in your everyday life since the events that are
coming won’t be the common ones. They will be unseen and difficult for every-
one. We will need extraordinary faith and extraordinary patience.

“My Christ, grant me the faith and patience of the Saints.”
This is the only way that we will be able to stand. Otherwise, we will lose heart.
And alas to the man who loses heart! After losing heart comes despair. You see
what is going on in other countries. I don’t even want to mention it so that Cypri-
ots won’t imitate what is happening elsewhere.
For this, I beg you, “fortify” your soul, “fortify” the soul of your children with
things that stand in eternity. I repeat, first of all, repentance.

“Baptist of Christ, teach me the repentance in the Holy Spirit.”
Secondly, confession andpermission by a spiritual father to receive theHoly Com-
munion as often as possible.
Thirdly, this twofold prayer, so much necessary for the events that have already
started and will increase rapidly in the coming months.

“My Christ, grant me the patience and the faith of the Saints.”
I wish that we meet again next year. Either here or higher [i.e., in heaven], wher-
ever it may be. To be, nonetheless, where the Forerunner is. Either wemeet here
or higher. He is always the Forerunner.
Wish it for me. I will wish it for you too. But these four preconditions – repen-
tance, regular Holy Communion, faith and patience – are needed, are needed, are
needed. They are not [just] words. You will remember me.
Through the prayers of our Holy Father, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.
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