
The Sermon of the Metropolitan of Morphou Neophytos
following the Vigil of the Feast of Saints Porphyrios, Elpidios and Habbakuk,
with discussion of Fr. Hamakiotis, Abbot Martyrios and two holy Cypriots

An English transcription of the RumOrthodox video
of December 2, 2020: https://youtu.be/lvNdET8JACk

In the Twelfth Meeting in Meniko, His Holiness the Metropolitan of Morphou
gave the following statement concerning this Vigil:

Just last night, we held the long vigil at the Monastery of Orounda at
Saint Nicholas in veneration of the great modern day saint, Osios Por-
phyrios of Kavsokalyvia. And furthermore, on the same day, the brother
of St. Philemon, our Osios Father, the Elder Elpidios is celebrated. And
we decided to celebrate them together, the two saints. And so our can-
tors, may God keep them well, our deacons, our priests, our monastics,
and about one hundred people gathered under these unusual circum-
stances at 9:00 pm, which we know [is when] the quarantine begins, that
is, the ban. Andwe decided to hold our vigil. Outsidewere the police. You
would think we were about to commit a crime. For the criminals, there
is no police presence. For us there is. In the night clubs, there are no
police; for us there was. God forgives.

T HE GRACE of the great Saints Porphyrios and Elpidios and Habbakuk brought
you to this festal and at the same time solemn devotional service of the Vigil

and the Divine Liturgy. We communed the Body and Blood of the Conqueror
of Death, and so we return to our homes full with sanctification, full with the
ελπίδα [elpida, hope] of Elpidios and the πορφυρό [porphiro, crimson] Commu-
nion wines of Saint Porphyrios.
I beseech you to read Saint Porphyrios in order to learn the love of Christ. Of
all the emerging saints of the eschatological times, I think he is the most Christ-
centered in his teaching, he whose word was so simple yet so full of the Mystery
of God,

Ο Χρήστος Είναι Το Παν. Christ is everything.
You will not read this anywhere, I tell you.

Ο Χρήστος Είναι Το Παν. Christ is everything.

1

https://youtu.be/lvNdET8JACk


Transcription of the RumOrthodox video of the St. Porphyrios Vigil sermon
Ο Χρήστος Είναι Το Παν

Do your best to find Christ, and then you will be children and disciples of Por-
phyrios. The roads to Christ are many, not one, not two, as some say, either monk
or married or in the world or in the desert. They are many.
Saint Elpidios and Saint Porphyrios are the proof there are many roads to Christ.
They both started as ascetics, strict ascetics, in places of great self-denial. One in
Stavrovouni, a 15-year-old child [Saint Elpidios], the other, again a 15-year-old
child, on Mount Athos, and where, in Kavsokalyvia, in the most remote [back
then, not now] desert of Mount Athos.
Such was the love of both saints, who were found worthy to celebrate both on
earth and in heaven. Which saint did they have as their inspiration from their
very early years? Saint John Kalivitis.
Saint Elpidios read it along with his brother, his twin, his own flesh and blood,
Philoumenos. His grandmother Loxandra also listened, and in this way Loxan-
dra, having her grandchildren to read to her the lives of saints, and especially
that of Saint John Kalivitis, she transferred her own love for Christ, “Who is Ev-
erything” to her twin grandchildren.
And Saint Porphyrios, tending sheep in his small village – I had the great blessing
to go to his village, St. John, near Kimi, Evia – tending sheep and cows, there in
the meadows of the area of St. John, he read the life of Saint John Kalivitis.
It seems that this life greatly inspires Divine Love. Because, do not fool yourself,
without obtaining this gift of Divine Love, we will never feel in our hearts that
“Christ is Everything.”
And youknow, firstwewill say it to Christ Himself, “MyChrist, You are Everything
for me.” And then it will slip out in a speech, in a sermon, in a teaching, or you
to your children, to your grandchildren that you will nurture tomorrow.
It will slip out from your heart, from your lips, and youwill shout it and proclaim
it. If you are pressured by the Caesars or theAntichrists, as they have now started,
I believe, supposedly unwittingly they are pressurizing us. In the future, as we
get older, the pressures may increase, and then it will flow from your heart, your
lips, and you will say, “No, I do not deny my Christ! For me, Christ is Everything!”
Then youwill be children of Porphyrios, children of Elpidios, with hope in Christ.
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What does this mean? Hope of eternal life. But how great it is that your soul, our
soul, does not experience death! How great! And to have this beautiful liturgy
continuous, unceasing, in the heavens. May God find us worthy. Like tonight,
how spontaneous, genuine, undoubtedly heartfelt. I am sure you all felt it.
You see, we need pressure, we need persecution, we need the irony of the State
and the so-called experts for our oil to be released, just as the olive tree needs to
be pressed. If you do not press the olive, and in an olive press no less, you do not
extract oil. Just like us, when the worldly spirit presses us, the various decrees,
then perhaps this is the έλαιο [oil], you see?
Mercy [ελεος] and έλαιο [oil] go hand in hand. It will be the Ο Ελεος [Mercy] of
God, and let us not dismiss it, and do not hate it, and do not judge it nor criticize
it and be angry. No! “Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.”
Youwent to many vigils, you’ve been tomany liturgies, but only a few times have
you only beenunder police surveillance and these tight controls, this surveillance
and these video reports and news reports.
What have we experienced? Something minimal? Small, but it is a small piece of
the great suffering of the holy martyrs, the Holy Witnesses of Faith.
The two saints, who are commemorated today, also have other things in common:
that they were both sanctified in the world, although they began with much self-
denial as ascetics in the most deserted places. Elpidios of Cyprus in Stavrovouni,
aswementionedbefore, Porphyrios inKavsokalyvia. Eventually, either for health
reasons, like Saint Porphyrios, or because of educational reasons, missionary
work and compassion for his fellow man, Saint Elpidios, both ended up in the
world [outside of the monastery].
In fact, Saint Elpidios travelled widely. His mission reached as far as Mozam-
bique. He went to London, to Odessa in Russia. He was creative and energetic,
but wherever he went, he remained an ascetic. His services were daily and he
even made sure he had a stockpile of prayers. That is, if sometimes he was tired
and would not do all the prayers of the day, he made sure to do double and triple
the next day.
And when we asked him “Why do you do double and triple, Father Elpidios?” he
said, “To have stockpile when I get older, when I get sick and when I get tired.”
He was a man who paid attention to these details.
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It is worth mentioning the worship that both saints had – and the word I tell you
is not an exaggeration – in the Psalter, in the sacred Psalter of David. Both of
them.
When some very pious bishops once said to him, “Tell us, Father Elpidius, a spir-
itual word,” he said, “What shall I say, what spiritual word should I say? Ah! I
will tell you something from the Psalter.” And he began to tell them a part of the
Psalter.
He knew it all by heart. Whether he was in an elevator, in a taxi in Athens, on a
bus in Cyprus or in homes wherever he was given hospitality, he was whispering
the sacred Psalter. He had it memorized.
Consider that a contemporary saint, more contemporary than them, Theodore in
Agio Farago, said, “The parental womb of the Jesus Prayer [Ευχη] is to memorize
the Psalter.”
So think, Father Elpidios and Father Porphyrios, these great saints of the 20th
century, both had this in common – the great love for the sacred Psalter. What a
prayer was born in their hearts – the continuous memory and repetition of the
name of Jesus. The Prayer acts on its own, they do not force it. At first they put
in more effort. Because the heart was pure and contributed greatly in the daily
reading of the Psalter, it became a flammable material.
So they took this fire and developed it and increased it in their hearts, and the
Prayer and the desire and the name of Jesus scourged enemies, scourged demons,
scourged passions, and they became pure, great vessels of grace, and many peo-
ple are watered by these vessels of grace.
God found themworthy to end their days onMount Athos. Onewas buriedwhere
his soul yearned to be, in Kavsokalyvia. The other, because of being hospitalized,
was buried in a small, blessed brotherhood in Rodopoli, in Bala Attica, a small
monastery of Panagia Phaneromeni, This is where the tomb of Saint Elpidios is
located.
In fact, their graves are next to [who I believe is a great saint and who will soon
be canonized] our holy Father Athanasios Hamakiotis. I tell you with author-
ity there is such a fragrance that emanates from the relics of Father Athanasios
Hamakiotis. They have been exhumed and can be found at the monastery.
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I highly recommend that you go and venerate the tomb of Saint Elpidios and the
relics of Saint Athanasios Hamakiotis. I have only felt such a fragrance inmy life,
like that of Athanasios Hamakiotis in the relics of Saint Spyridon. A little-known
saint, and yet God graced him with such a vast fragrance, as if you were entering
five perfume shops. Such a fragrance, and everyone feels it. It was not just a gift
only for me.
Go there and get a blessing from these contemporary saints, because they show
us the way that we too can live in the world, with pressures, with persecutions,
with difficulties, with infections, with poverty, with wars, with migrations.
And what didn’t Saint Elpidios go through? What didn’t Saint Porphyrios go
through? Saint Porphyrios was even doubted by the ecclesiastical system of the
time, hierarchs and chaplains who persecuted him, and other ascetics later who
would say, “Oh, you are going to Porphyrios? He is deluded.” I experienced this
first hand.
That is what theywould tell us. Imagine that I was a bit stupid and believed them.
What a great loss it would be for our lives if I thought he was in delusion and I
distanced from him.
He endowed us with many gifts that we share with you and they never end, they
do not ‘expire’ as we say in Cypriot. Praise be to God the Saints reposed on the
same day, December 2, Saint Elpidios in 1983 and Saint Porphyrios in 1991.
Of course, Saint Porphyrios’s insightful charisma and universal knowledge that
the excellent hymn writer says, “immobile yet he moved and blind yet he saw.”
Great is this example of someone like Porphyrios, mysterious, unique instance it
hasn’t happened in the Church in hundreds of years.
But you will gradually see how God will give prominence to Saint Elpidios, the
blood brother of Saint Philoumenos. So in this blessed community of Orounda
[translator note: Orounda is known as a pig production village], where we came
here finding the stench from pigs and a pigsty, little by little God reveals to us,
during these twenty years, three saints in this village.
The Holy Martyr Philoumenos, whose sound came out to the whole world, and
especially with the last Liturgy, Saint Philoumenos became a Great Martyr once
again, a world martyr indeed, and the Cypriots showed their love, and our Greek
brothers who they have their love extensively in the Divine Liturgy and in the
grace of the saint.
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The second is his brother, Saint Elpidios, whomwe talked about a lot tonight, and
the third is an unknown to many, but we knew him even before we even learned
about Saint Porphyrios – the abbot of the monastery, whose exact name we do
not know. With an enlightenment, we had we named him Martyrios since he
wasmartyred here in this monastery in 1800, here where we put the cross a little
higher up and west of the church of Saint Philoumenos. There he was drowned
by the Turks.
He kept his faith, he did not dismiss his faith, he kept the monastery property
intact, he kept the cross of his heart very very high. And by the grace of God,
we hope that these two people of God, Elpidios and Martyrios, will be officially
canonized by the Church of Cyprus.
This is the first Vigil we offer, as you know, in the name of Saint Elpidios.
So let us hope to see the three martyrs, Philoumenos and the martyr I mentioned
above,Martyrios, and another fromMorphou,Makridiakos, and another, a fourth,
the deacon Christoforos of Saint Mammas. We hope to see them in an icon in due
time.
Slowly, all in due course. But the most important thing is to have the eyes of the
soul open, so that our soul can also hope in the eternity, in the eternity enjoyed by
Saint Philoumenos, Saint Martyrios, Saint Porphyrios, our holy Father Elpidios.
May you never be deprived of this hope and may God increase this vision in our
hearts, to give us the hope of eternal life so that we can condemn the temporary,
the false, the scary [things of our time]. Because we are for all that is glorified.
Through the prayers of our Holy Father, O Lord Jesus Christ, Our God havemercy
upon us and save us.
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