
Presentation of the Metropolitan of Morphou Neophytos
concerning Metropolitan Onouphrios of Kiev and All Ukraine

An English transcription of the RumOrthodox video
https://youtu.be/TrCW1UFW5v8

The moderator Yianni begins: The only canonical metropolitan in Kiev is Metropoli-
tan Onoufrios. Why is there so much insistence on recognizing someone else who is
not even ordained? And why did the Archbishop commemorate him without the per-
mission of the Synod? Since so many people lean on you and value your opinion, we
want you to tell us your view on this issue.

O K THEN. Every city has just one bishop. This is what the Canons of the Ecumeni-
cal Synods say. There cannot be two bishops in a city, just as there cannot be

two fathers in one house. There is only one father/ πατέρας (patéras). If there is a
second one, he is a monster, πα - τέ - ρας (pa-té-ras, téras = monster).
Secondly, Kiev is a city that accepted Christianity from the Byzantines, that is, to say
from Constantinople, more than a thousand years ago. It was the first city to accept
Christianity, of the whole Slavic country and region - a huge area, a great blessing
from God that these people became Christians from the Byzantines, and to this day,
by the Grace of God many hold on to their faith, despite all the various hardships
they have had: with atheistic nihilism, communism, the uniates, Catholicism, pa-
pacy. All these heretics try to corrupt them and turn them away from the Orthodox
Faith. Of course, we also had our own adventures with Turks, with the Latins, with
the English.
The canonical bishop in the opinion of the Metropolitan of Morphou was, is, and
I hope he will continue to be, Onoufrios of Kiev. He was recognized by all, by our
Church of Cyprus and the Ecumenical Patriarchate and Greece and Alexandria and
Jerusalem, and all the local Orthodox Churches.
Until recently, Onoufrios was recognized as the canonical bishop of the city of Kiev,
but he is also in some ways the Archbishop of all Ukraine.
It seems, then, that politics, when mixed with ecclesiastical issues, leads the local
Churches to great unrest and, if they are not careful, to schisms. This has happened
other times. This is not the first time.
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Personally, I believe that it is a problem that is difficult to solve now, since the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, for clearly geostrategic, geopolitical reasons, within the
New Order of Things recognized a new primate, while until recently it recognized
Onoufrios who belongs to the Russian Orthodox Synod.
It recognized another who comes from a schismatic group, and according to many,
not ordained. Not ordained means without the Holy Spirit. This is Epiphanios.
We, as the Church of Cyprus, had one – pay attention to the word – ingenious neu-
trality last year, whenwewere invited as a local Synod of theAutocephalous Church
of Cyprus.
The Church of Cyprus has the oldest Autocephaly in the world. We received it at
the Third Ecumenical Synod. Pay attention to this, we received it at the Third Ecu-
menical Council; no one from Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem gave it to us.
And we said, since these power games exist now and everyone is preparing for a
WorldWar III, and the New Order of Things is attacking Russia and wants to isolate
it, and since Russia is not obeying the plans of the New Order of Things for its own
reasons. You see, Russia is even preparing its own vaccine – it doesn’t trust the
vaccines of America and Europe. Think what this means regarding everything else.
We then said, back then, not to take sides, neither with one nor the other. Nor
shouldwe gowith Epiphanios, whowas recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Patriarchate of Alexandria and the Church of Greece, while Jerusalem to their
credit did not recognize him.
We said to keep a neutrality. I personally said that it is best to keep saying that the
canonical bishop is Onoufrios. We can’t have neutrality. What does it mean? There
has to be a bishop in a certain region.
It happened a thousand years ago. Now we suddenly say that there is neutrality?
That is why I said ingenious neutrality. And in the last Synod, the majority of the
Synod fathers begged His Beatitude not to commemorate Epiphanios and thus take
a stance thatwould not lead to extremes. We said at least to remain in this ingenious
neutrality, because it was a nonalignment that His Beatitude said that he wanted,
in order to be able to pacify the parties.
Less than a year has passed, our Archbishop has health issues, no mediation was
done, nor did they accept themediation of theman of God, so for some reasons that
the Archbishop knows, on Sunday, prompted by the occasion Bishop Pankratios of
Arsinoe’s ordination – some say all of a sudden, I think it was not so sudden, some-
one prepared the thing without a definite decision of the Synod, and proceeded to
commemorate.
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You will tell me, and now what do we do? Some say there should be a Synod. But
anyway, at some point there will be a Synod, either an emergency one or a regular
one.
And what if the Archbishop finds a majority? Does it suddenly mean that Epiphan-
ios becomes a canonical bishop because an opportunistic momentary majority was
found in the Church of Cyprus?
They say that the Primate himself has the right (without even asking the Synod)
to commemorate whomever he wants. Orthodoxy was not accustomed to these
papacies. Its state is synodical, and it is what the Papists fear and envy us for. Let
us not fall into the temptation of the Papists.
And the third is, if our Beatitude wants and insists that this is how he helps Ortho-
doxy, by recognizing Epiphanios, let him do it, but we are mortal people, another
Archbishop will come after him, and what will we do when the next Archbishop
recognizes Onoufrios?
Do you understand what I’m trying to say? That is, with this mentality, that I am
the Primate and I will do whatever I want, today it is you, tomorrow it is someone
else and then it will be someone else.
The Church, in order to get out of this impasse, my beloved, and even for him the
prophecies say – and some say why is Morphou preoccupied with prophecies so
much.
It is not because I’m delude; it is because the prophecies are a light from the saints
for uswho are in the dark and are confused, andhave entered a kind of Babelwhere
everyone says whatever he wants and there is no way out.
Well, what do the prophecies say concerning the Ukrainian issue, and not only that?
We also have the old calendar, and many problems that are pending and need to
be resolved.
The holy people of God used to say, Saint Porphyrios among them, that when the
great troubles of the great events of the world war, the illnesses, the earthquakes,
the catastrophic weather, which have already started and will continue, then he
says that when peace comes – peace will come at some point – there will be an
Ecumenical Synod and all these problems will be solved by this Ecumenical Synod
that will take place.
So I anticipate that the big problems are not solved by local Synods, by individual de-
cisions of primates, nor by opportunisticmajorities, but are solved in pan-Orthodox
Ecumenical Synods where the Holy Spirit will enlighten some pious fathers, and all
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the rest of us who will be present. We will rely on the holy and spiritual inspiration
and enlightenment that these few or many fathers of the next Ecumenical Synod
will have.
You will notice that lately, in addition to the reorganization of nations, political
problems, environmental problems, social problems, divorces, drugs, incurable dis-
eases, accidents, psychiatric problems, wars in places, we also have many intra-
church problems.
You will notice this thing. All this has a root, and an excuse. The root is the devil,
whoalsowants to ruin yourmarriage, to breakupyour parish, to to turnmyMetropo-
lis upside down. He wants to turn our faith upside down, to cause us to have little
faith.
Now a virus comes and we have so many talks to find a way to stand up to this
virus in an Orthodox way. My opinion is that behind all this is the devil, who is a
manslayer and wants to fight the Orthodox Faith, the divine-human body of Christ.
But we also gave an opportunity to do so. Andwhen I say ‘we’, I mean the Hierarchs
– a strong opportunity (we laid the groundwork) to enter this spirit of division, of
defection within local churches and even of the faithful, doubt and controversy.
It may have come to your attention that we have published two books as aMetropo-
lis, which are talks of Morphou’s, talks of Experiential Theology of holy fathers and
mothers.
They are two books, one is large and contains the lives of the Saints I havemet, Por-
phyrios, Iakovos, Paisios, Eumenios, Saint Nikiforos and many others, and in this
smaller one there are many Cypriot holy people, such as Hadjiflourentzos, the fa-
ther Elpidios, brother of Saint Filoumenos, Saint Filoumenos and the grandmothers
I mentioned before, Milia, Panais of Lysi, Mylonas, Stylianos from Evrychou, who
many times were also prophets for our time, who also said that Cyprus will be en-
slaved, that the Turks will come, that the Turks will leave at some point and what
will happen in the meantime.
So, in this book, I also had to make a forward. So I wrote in the forward the cause
of all this evil that we experience, and we will still experience. And I write on page
25 in my forward, in the Introduction: “In addition, I do not hide from you that
in 2016 the Synod of Crete was held in Kolymbari, and since then we have been
‘swimming’/ kolimboume (κολυμπουμε = we are swimming) in the wrong decisions
of Kolymbari. (Play on words.)
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I realized that a big problem that continues in the ranks of the earthly Church is
what the great Cappadocian theologian Father Ioannis Romanidis pointed out years
ago, saying: “From now on the problem of the Orthodox Church will be its bishops,
how much faith they have.”
And I humbly and awkwardly add as a priest: What do we teach and what do we
impart to the faithful and pious people of this century? Is our orthodoxy healing?
Does it heal the passions and mistakes, both inherited and acquired?
I tried to say something last year and everyone almost ate me alive, even as far as
America.
Do we teach our people what Christ is? What is the Church of Christ? What is Holy
Spirit and Heavenly Father?
Have we wondered why so many saints appeared in the twentieth century? Do we
believe in the prophetic word of these saints, or we attribute them all to delusions
and false prophecies?
Are we interested in Orthodox asceticism? Are we interested in repentance? Why
did all the saints live ascetically and still do so? When will we talk about our con-
temporary saints, since we have nothing credible of our own to say, in particular
to our youth?
Prophecies are already becoming news, and only our repentance can reduce the in-
tensity of the evil that our Christian Orthodoxy has allowed it to take on apocalyptic
proportions.
I think that concludes our meeting today.
You see, when the bishops make wrong decisions – and there, in Kolimbari, what
was the big wrong decision? It is that there are also heterodox churches that are
“churches.” In other words, we do not believe in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church that our Creed says.
Do you understandwhatwe said? It’s as if I were coming to your house, Mrs. Maria,
and ask you “Who is your husband? …Kostas. From today, youwill have onemore.”
I will ask you, Father Irenaeus. “Irenaeus, how many bodies do you have?”
“Your Eminence, I have one head and one body.”
“From today you will have one head and two bodies. One will be called Orthodoxy
and the other will be called Papism.”
You will say, “Okay, am I an octopus?”

5



Transcription of the RumOrthodox video concerning Metropolitan Onoufrios

And this wasn’t said by the majority of the Hierarchy and Patriarchs. Even those
who were absent, the Russians and the Antiochians and who else were absent,
would say the same if they were present. The reasons for their absence were not
dogmatic, but when there is defection, when there are erroneous beliefs in the bish-
ops, it has consequences. You should know this.
And when there is holiness, even in a bishop, in a Patriarch, the whole nation and
the whole place is sanctified.
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