
The Twelfth Meeting of the Metropolitan of Morphou Neophytos
in the Church of Saints Cyprian and Justina in Meniko

an English transcription of the RumOrthodox video
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCptXeTfaq4WPVl0MJI4dGbg

The moderator Yannis begins1: One more meeting, our twelfth meeting, and we are
here in the welcoming parish of Saints Cyprian and Justina in Meniko, with the light
of our saints, old and new, to show us the way in this difficult time. It is what his All
Holiness, our Metropolitan, frequently tells us in his sermons, the big exams, the great
tribulations that confirm the Old Testament passage from the Wisdom of Solomon,

He tested them like gold in a furnace and accepted them as a whole
burnt offering. [Wis 3:6].

This, however, if you’ll permit me, is also clearly an invitation from our Triune God
as to how much we want Him, we desire Him, and if, like the Apostle Andrew, we can
recognize Him and declare we have found Him for whom we have been longing. In
which case, we are continuing our meetings, kindling the fire of the saints with the
hope of discerning, through the experience of the saints of our Church, the way of
salvation. Your All Holiness, I pass the word to you…

The words of His All Holiness: Good evening to everyone.

We are meeting for the twelfth time, the last one of the year, of the secular calendar
year and the second of the ecclesiastical year, for, as we have said in the past, the
Church year begins on the first of the month of September.

[This] is taking place under uncommon conditions. For the first timewe are holding
this meeting inside a Church, and indeed, [that] of a miracle working saint, in the
house of the great holy martyr Cyprian and of the blessed virgin martyr Justina in
Meniko, where the saints “reside,” their relics, of which I was just found worthy to
venerate. They are a small portion of the relics.

St. Cyprian and St. Justina and the History of the Church in Meniko

There are also other relics of [these] saints that have come from their homeland,
from the region of Antioch of [Ancient] Syria around 700 years ago, when, as Leon-
tios Maheras recounts, the great tragic flight of the Romans of the East from Akra

1The text are the words of the Metopolian of Morphou in the RumOrthodox video of the Twelfth
Meeting of 2020 in Meniko. The words of the moderator Yannis are shown in italics.
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and fromAntioch, fromBeirut, fromHalepi, Northern Syria, took place there, where
today the land has been flooded with Jihadists, and where, to this day, thousands of
Arab speaking Rum Orthodox Christians, formerly Greek speaking, are still living.
It is their homeland, where they were born and bred, further down in the area of
Kilikias, of the Apostle Paul.

So, that is where St. Cyprian, themagician, was born, and later, when hismagician’s
craft encountered the faith of St. Justina the Virgin, and hewas not able to influence
her with his magical, demonic powers, he understood there exists a power that is
much higher than his magical operations and strengths, the power of the Holy and
Lifegiving Cross, that those who have this power are the faithful, the watchful, and
repentant Christians. Because hewas aman of powers, until then, themagical kind,
St. Cyprian, he asked that he too acquire this power, thinking it was anothermagical
power, the power of the Cross.

So, then he went to the bishop of the city of Antioch. This good bishop catechized
him, and he was baptized and gradually he was ordained as a reader, and follow-
ing that a deacon, a priest, and eventually he probably became the assistant to the
bishop of the area, thewider area of the city of God, as Antiochwas called back then.
All of this I am telling you [took place] in the 3rd century.

He was martyred afterward, along with Saint Justina who had become a nun and
a deaconess. And when he was martyred, the Saint, with St. Justina, their relics
were initially transferred to other regions [but] eventually returned to the familiar
ground of the East where they remained, the Saints’ relics, in a beautiful temple
that was built within the big city of Antioch, in honor of Saints Cyprian and Justina.
[Then] in 1291, the 13th century, when all of those attacks of the Mameloukoi took
place – the Mameloukoi were a strange tribe of Egyptian, Kurds, Moslems…These
were their roots, that is to say, and they prevailed throughout the 13th century. The
Mameloukoi attacked, occupied, and destroyed Antioch. They caught many cap-
tives, and as many as managed to escape, where would they go? The region closest
to them was that of Cyprus. They came here.

They brought, according to the great historian and journalist of Cyprus, Leontios
Maheras, he records [this] also in the Cypriot [dialect], two skulls and they were
placed, he states, in a small village next to the large village of Akaki. Akaki then
was a large village and he calls this small village Meniko; and, in fact, in this Church
today, he states there ismiracle-workingholywater/αγιασμός. [As] you should know
what church you are in today – [This is] the holywater of Saints Cyprian and Justina.

It might be outside of the Church, but the spring, the well, is inside the Holy Altar,
exactly next to the offertory. Many years ago, amechanismwas put in place in order
for the people, men and women, to have access to the holy water/αγιασμός, since it
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is miracle-working. [It] was piped here behind the sanctuary, here where we have
made the last few years beautiful mosaics of the Saints, up to where the King of the
Franks, Petros, when he became ill – now we’ve arrived at current events.

How theHoly Spirit directs things! Iwasn’t planning on speaking to you this evening
about the lives of Saints Cyprian and Justina, but I want to believe this meeting is
God-enlightened and God-driven. And [it is] your searching, you who are present,
as well as those who are absent on account of distances and various restrictions
from the world over who are following us, it is your prayer that is shedding light
on our insignificance, in order for us to say those things that are necessary to every
generation, to every age.

So then St. Cyprian performed a greatmiracle for the FrankishKing Petros, I believe,
the First, who became ill, he [Leontios Mahera] relates, with a sickness, like today
when we say it is infectious [and resulting in] an epidemic. Back then there were
also epidemics, but then Churches were not closed, they were open.

Faith and Reasoning, Fear and Panic

At that time, reasoningwas not the first requisite, but rather faithwas first, and faith
had much more power than logic. We are not saying people were not being logical
or that because we have faith, we are not exercising our powers of reasoning, but
[rather] that superior to logic, we know very very well, is the power of faith and the
omnipotence of God.

What man can not do, what science can not produce, what medicine cannot accom-
plish, what logic can not do, God is able to do, for God created reason and science
and the viruses and the bacteria and human beings, everything in the universe.

Is it possible for something to exist that the Creator of the universe, was not able [to
create]!

This is simple logic. However, [in] this simple logic, when [one’s] faith weakens, a
person can no longer act with faith as his base, for it is weak within him or else
completely non-existent, which unfortunately, is the case for many. So, when faith
leaves the person, fear enters. Panic!

Mymother, the saintlyMilia, would say tome, “Man,my son, is beginning to κακοβάλει.”
Whenhebecomes frightened, he starts havingbad thoughts. In Cypriot, “κακοβάλω”
means I am constantly putting bad ideas [in my head].

Yannis adds, He is contemplating the worst.

That is more correct, what Yannis is saying. Instead of thinking something positive,
he focuses...ah...yes... There is a good expression that says: “If my son Vasilis climbs
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up the vine and if when he goes to cut the vine, he falls. He falls down. If Vasilis
falls, oh, my poor son Vasilis.” You understand, all hypothetical.

This is the height of extremes of how a person conducts himself when he departs
from the holy protection of faith.

King Petros and the Holy Water

It appears that the King even though he was a Frank was a believer, the then King
Petros of Cyprus. He heard that here in Meniko, there was a little Church, a small
Church.

So you’ll know, it is in that place were the arch is. Do you see where the Cross is? Up
to there was where the Church was, the first Church of St. Cyprian, a small Church.
Here where I am now, there was no Church then; there was a courtyard. It [the
Church] was up to there, the column. Only this small piece of the ancient fresco
is left, you see there next to St. Demetrios; and then after, in the direction of St.
Raphael, there is a section of the ancient fresco.

So theKing heard there is amiracle-working saint inMeniko, and there is holywater
there. He believedwith his own faith, but the point is he had faith, and he came here
and drank of the holy water; and he says that it struck him as a bad drink. A bad
drink means brackish and to this day, if you swallow it, it is a little salty, the holy
water.

However, its power ismiracle-working, For it is – it’s no coincidence that it ismiracle-
working, you know, theGrace of the Saints is here, and this Grace is the Energy being
transmitted to the water; but, in addition, what else is going on? The Holy Water is
in the Holy Altar. It is being sanctified. It is being sanctified every time that the
priests are liturgizing. The water in the well is becoming Holy Water.

Are you grasping this, how the Uncreated Light of the Triune God is uniting with the
created H2O? And it acquires, not to mention, other capabilities, this water we call
Holy Water.

It is for these other powers that King Petros came here. He drank from the bitter
water, and he was healed.

And what was the illness then, that he caught? Leprosy. Leprosy. At that time there
was no cure for leprosy.

As a mark of gratitude toward the Saint who healed him, he tore down the bottom
piece and built this long section that you see here. And afterwards in the earlier
years, when the population of Meniko increased, the older Menikiotes built this sec-
tion where we are currently sitting.
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Therefore, you see that even the architecture of the Church is the result of amiracle,
divine intervention, which means a miracle. Glory be to God, that even the history
of our land, and of the kings of this land, and of our own people demonstrates what
is impossible for man is possible with God, as long as there is a little faith.

The Russian Visitor

So we aren’t just talking about the older generations, my dear Yannis, two years
ago I received a phone call. Someone calls me on the telephone from the Russian
Embassy and tells me tomorrow an official person from Russia is arriving, and they
request a Paraklesis to Saint Cyprian in Meniko.

“And who is coming?” I ask.

The response is “We can not tell you for security purposes. Just come with one dea-
con to have a Paraklesis for this high-ranking person.”

Who do you think it was? Thewife of the Russian president, Mr. Medvedev, the then
president, two years ago. She was over there where the mosaics are. So we held the
Paraklesis for Mrs. Medvedev. She thanked me, and she knew, if you please – [we
are speaking of] they who were governing all of Russia, along with her husband -
she knew - aside from the lovely relics, filled with grace, energy and power, and she
which she venerated devoutely, and we read prayers for her - [she knew] that there
was αγιασμός /Holy Water.

She says to me, “Of the HolyWater, are you not going to giveme? Of the HolyWater,
are you not going to give me some?”

And I said to myself, “Look at that!” And wewent and gave her HolyWater, the wife
of Medvedev, and we sat under the pine trees and talked for a while of the future of
Orthodoxy. It is good for us to speak of these things [for the sake] of history and the
Faith of the Orthodox. This Faith has upheld the universe. This Faith. It will hold
up the world from here on out.

Since we have said these things, we will move ahead. I know what times we are
living in and what days; St. Cyprian illumined us, my beloved, to offer this prologue
before we address your questions, Last time, for a prologue, we discussed the Holy
Spirit, if you recall. Today we spoke about St. Cyprian and his healing energies.

Rational Thinking in Modern Times

Moderator Yannis presents the next topic: Because we have also addressed [this]
more recently more or less, we answered it. [Here is] one question, to which you had
responded in a previous sermon, [that] the great sin of Europe, which many modern
Greeks have adopted, is to put rational thinking above the Faith.
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Just last night, we held the long vigil at the Monastery of Orounta at Saint Nicholas
in veneration of the great modern day saint, Osios Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia. And
furthermore, on the same day, the brother of St. Philemon, our Osios Father, the
Elder Elpidios is celebrated. And we decided to celebrate them together, the two
saints. And so our cantors, may [God] keep them well, our deacons, our priests,
our monastics, and about one hundred people gathered under these unusual cir-
cumstances at 9:00 pm, which we know [is when] the quarantine begins, that is, the
ban. And we decided to hold our vigil. Outside were the police. You would think we
were about to commit a crime. For the criminals, there is no police presence. For
us there is. In the night clubs, there are no police; for us there was. God forgives.

And it impressedme this morning, a nice youngman sent me by phone, as has often
happens using this modern telephone technology…(Here’s a reminder. Let’s close
our phones if we haven’t already done so…) a message with a video from news sta-
tion Sigma where our otherwise friendly and dear Chrysanthos Tsouroulis [is lo-
cated].

Chrysanthos interviewed me on one or two occasions, and I observed that he was
very angry with me because I am putting people in danger who are coming to the
Services, especially because they are comingwithout [the called for] measures. And
finally, he said something that refers to the question that Yannis just asked.

He says, “What are we to do! I don’t want to make further comments.”

But he proceeds, “We speak,” he says, “with rational thinking as our base.”

This is what the man said, and to his credit. He confessed his faith. His belief is [in]
the rational word. “Cogito, ergo sum.”

“I think therefore I am.” That is what the atheistic Europe of Kant says, not [just]
here, now, the European Union [but] much further back, before the French Revolu-
tion, since the 16th century.

I think therefore I am…Thewhole affair is then is to cultivate themind, with degrees,
with research, with a great deal of information. And they don’t see that in a time
like ours, wherewehave filled ourselveswith degreeswithout virtue, without heart,
without learning how to forgive, without learning to love, without learning how to
be patient and to bear with one another, we have filled ourselves with craftiness.
How well the ancients said it: “Science separated from virtue looks like a ruse.”

And we cannot trust them. Even the scientists declare it is difficult to trust easily in
our days.

This is the truth. For slowly but surely, logic…Where does it lead? To the logic of the
contrary, to money, that everything has a cost. It is enough to have a price.
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And when we say price/τιμή, it is not the same as the word used in the sacrament
of marriage: “In praise and honor/τιμή they are crowned.” Rather, when we say
price/τιμή, it is the whites, as again my belated mother would say, “My son, be care-
ful of the whites. They bring down the stars.”

They can buy [you] off. In other words, the whites are money. They were silver;
that’s why [they are] referred to as “whites.”

So, rational thinking prevailed first in Europe and thereafter in universities and the
sciences. Therefore, whatever cannot be proven does not exist. Be attentive here.
Whatever is not provendoes not exist, up to even the scientists of quantumphysics…

The Advancements of Quantum Physics

I will tell you something now, and those of you that get [it], will understand. [Sci-
entists] have discovered invisible particles. Do you hear that? Invisible not only to
the eye, invisible also under the microscope, and even with infrared rays, totally
invisible.

And you may ask, “How did they discover this, that they exist?”

They have a name. They’ve given them a name: “Quarks. Quarks.”

What does that remind you of, animal? The frog...

When you listen, it has a name, the sound that a frog makes, “quouazi, quouazi”

Without seeing the frog, you know there are frogs there? So they came up with
“quarks.” So you understand from their energy that they exist without seeing them,
from their reactions in the environment.

So up to now – it’s been five years since I read quantum physics – if they have ad-
vanced further. So, this is the most advanced scientific discovery, that something
that you can not see, not evenwith amicroscope, exists and demonstrates repetitive
behaviour. If it is not repetitive, the result may be a matter of random experiment,
random fact. For the outcome of the experiment to be scientific, it must be repli-
cated in the identical manner in order for a verification to take place, and for it to
be validated. So, from the “quarks,” the quantum physicists began to suspect that
an invisible world – pay attention here – exists.

This matter doesn’t say much to you, for you are believers. For you to come all this
way here from Limassol to hear me, you have a belief. Isn’t that the way it is? And
you believe what I believe, just about, “I believe in one God” - Pay attention to this
- it is our creed: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth, [and of] all things visible and invisible, – here are the quarks!

Do you get it?
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Scientists have begun, in contemporary physics, to suspect that there is invisible
matter that we cannot see, but because of activities in the environment, we are be-
coming aware of their existence.
I don’t see the baby crying, but from hearing him cry, I understand that there is a
baby.
These very small particles that are not material behave in approximately the same
way, while their material presence is not registered so it cannot be recorded. In
which case, you notice what is happening now.
Science is coming [around] and saying, “You know, there is a world which we do not
recognize. We have not been able to record it yet. It has its own laws. It has its own
ways.”
When indeed scientists began measuring how much of the universe they know, do
you know what percentage the scientists recognize? Four percent, if in fact they
know that much about the universe.
So, yesterday I told to the good scientists that I invited to the meeting, “Do, my
good doctors, my good epidemiologists, your work, your measuring. It is impor-
tant; mankind has need of them. [However] don’t make a god of them; don’t make
them a religion.”
There was a good bishop there yesterday who said, “Not everyone understands re-
ligion.”
The Apostle Paul says this, “I know only in part.” [1Cor 13:12]
Only the saints are the ones who recognize in a grand sense the truth of the world.
Only the saints. Saint Porphyrios, for sure! You’d go to see him, and he could tell you
where there was water on the planet and where there wasn’t water, and if extra-
terrestrials exist or not, what they are like…such things.
While scientists are estimating how the “Big Bang” occurred and created the uni-
verse, he saw it happening. Do you understand? But in what way did he see it?
With the help of the Holy Spirit, the Creator, in other words [with the help of] God.
Consequently, the great scientists that we Orthodox put our trust in are the saints!
So logic only recognizes a very small part of the knowledge of the universe. That
is what I’ve been wanting to say all this time. The remaining are – how beautifully
the Church says it – Mysteries. And with our participation in these Mysteries, our
knowledge of the visible as well as the invisible begins.
Let me tell you something else that I received today but I already knew about this
before. It has to do with logic and faith and their relationship.
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Russian Experiment with Holy Water

The Russians are basically an Orthodox people, but they have a different mentality
from us. Someone, who doesn’t love the Russians very much – I love them – said
to me why do you love them so much? They are people of [the] fog. They are a
people surrounded by fog so you can’t figure out whether they are coming or going.
Enigmatic.

Anyway, let’s not get started with an analysis of the people. It is neither a good nor
a sure thing.

The Russians are people who want to photograph the mystery, the invisible. The
Greek isn’t like that. For the Greek, whatever can be recorded is done by science.
He’ll tell you from that point on there is a large piece that is mystery, and I will draw
near that part with faith. Science, the 4%, I will approach with scientific laws. God
put them there in as much as they are part of the truth, a small part, only 4%. The
remaining 96 are within the mysteries.

If you are not a saint, what does it mean you are not a saint? If you are not humble,
you can easily be deluded, just as St. Cyprian was deluded and became a magician
in his effort to discover the mysteries of the universe.

So, what did the Russians do? They wanted to see the difference between water and
Holy Water. This is what I was speaking about earlier, that we have the holy water
of Saint Cyprian, but not only here, but in many places of worship, where priests,
the devout ones, every first of each month, at least the priests of former days, bless
the water.

And then there is the great blessing of waters, the Feast of Lights, that takes place
two times: on the Eve, the caroling, and on the day of Theophany which is called
The Great Blessing of Waters, great blessing of holy water. Since it is also done at
the time of the caroling, some [people] ask what that is. It simply takes place very
early in the morning so that the priest can chant carols in the village and sprinkle
holy water, blessing the entire village and the houses.

In a few words, they [the Russians] wanted to photograph the holiness of the water
using modern equipment, From a chemistry standpoint, if you ask a chemist what
the water is, he will respond H2O. So, what did the Russians do? This H2O, the water
that is, they collected it. They froze it, making into small round ice cubes, the tap
water, that is, water from the sink. Afterwards, they collected the holy water the
priests had blessed with the power of the Holy Cross and the prayers of the Holy
Spirit. The Cross is Christ; the prayers are the Holy Spirit, all of the Holy Trinity
included.
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Then they observed the following – after bringing in a special machine which can
see and photograph the crystals, because when the water solidifies – Father Thivo,
you who are a specialist in physical science – it turns into crystals. Isn’t that how it
happens? And when you take photographs of these crystals using infrared red rays,
if I am saying this right, there is always a way to photograph them under nanotech-
nology, the crystals have specific designs.

The crystals of the tap water, the water we drink, did not take on shapes. None. And
they have them in photos; they photographed them, and I saw them. Their shapes
are without form, in disarray, abstract art. They even named the water, the water
with chaotic appearance. It has the face of chaos.

And afterwards, they took photos, my daughter and my son, of the Holy Water. Oh,
if you could see the magnificence, And if you are an artist, you would ask, ”Won’t
you give me those photos, so I can try to draw them?”

All the crystals with geometric designs, some beautiful daisies, beautiful rays in-
terwoven one inside the other with mathematical precision, mathematical perfec-
tion, [perfectly] squared. You would think the crystals were cut glass and stained-
glass windows, all assembled together, somewhat like this but much much smaller,
smaller than the mosaic inlay pieces.

And they say, “Let’s repeat the experiment,” and they get water from India, again
chaotic in its form, and then they obtain water from the Thames, once again chaotic
in its appearance.

They obtain water from a local priest, very likely a quite blameworthy priest – it’s
not out of the question – sin exists in all of us. The water is exquisite, divine, with
mathematically squared shapes.

And one of the chemists in quantum physics states, “He whom the religious call
God and others who believe in creation by a cosmic god without naming God, He
undeniably exists. He must be beautiful because He delights in beauty. He must be
sensitive, a mathematician.”

(I am trying to remember everything he told me.)

“He must have a form. It’s not possible for Him to be without form. He has a form.”

A little while ago you saw me over there with back pain. I stood over there to say
a prayer, “Christ the Light, the true Light, that enlightens and sanctifies all things,
all people in the world.” As I stood there, I saw Christ, there above. There He is,
where the Forerunner is baptizing Him. Russians did the iconography. Look at it,
how beautiful they depict Him. And I observe, “It’s not possible for Him not to be
beautiful, the Creator of the universe!”
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That’s why Dostoevsky would say, “Don’t be afraid. No matter how many tempta-
tions come or problems and sufferings, earthquakes, illnesses, famine, and catas-
trophic weather, beauty will save the world.” [Dostoyevsky, The Idiot]
He is the loveliness, Christ, who took [human] form, [incarnate] of the Holy Spirit
and of the Virgin Mary. So, we are sitting here below the Virgin Mary.
And the αγιασμός/Holy Water, that water, in other words, which is blessed with the
power and activity of the Holy Spirit when an Orthodox priest makes the sign of the
cross, goes through this metamorphosis.
Look at thesewords,meta-morpho, thatwhich, in otherwords, has taken shape; and
I am happy here to add a little humour, about the name of my city, even though it is
in the occupied [section]. What is “Morphou?” Where did the [people of] Morphou
get their name? From the divinely beautiful Aphrodite. That’s right. What does
“theo-morphos” mean? And they cut [it] afterwards – the ancient Latins couldn’t
pronounce the “theta.” A Frenchman, if you ask him to pronounce the word “the-
ology,” [he will say] “teology.” They can’t say “theta.” And they were not about to
say “Theomorphou” and they made it “Morphou.” Did you follow? However, the
theomorphos– the divinely beautiful – is beautiful. What does it mean: he who is
beautiful like God.
So, do you understand that, so that we can bring to completion this answer, which,
as you see, is quite great in length, as science advances, my dear [faithful] – Now
these are not my words; they are those of St. Porphyrios, from the Lighter, from the
light of Saint Porphyrios, this universal scientist of Heaven and Earth and of this
temporal life.
He says, “Hey, as the years advance, βρέ.” That’s how he would talk.
“Scientists will discover the truth that God created, in [their own] scientific way.”
The 4% of scientific truth, will become 8%. The 8% will become 18%. The 18% will
become 28, and then the scientists will say, “βρέ, what are we searching for?” It’s
all written down in [the writings of] the Fathers and the Mothers of the Orthodox
Church, [and] within the Holy Scripture.
“They will become the future missionaries,” he states.
So, [in] this response, the future is not [in the hands of] rational thinking, my dear
Chrysanthos Tsouroulis, but the future is with Science that searches for beauty in
the Creator of theuniversalworld, which is named theTriuneGod, the Father through
the Son, in the Holy Spirit who created all things. Full-Stop.
Now that we have touched on more current topics – Yes, bring us down to earth.
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The Topic of Vaccines

Yannis begins the next question: Yes, I will do so, for we must also find our direction,
because a lot is happening world-wide and locally, as well, on internet and television,
and we saw this yesterday with the synodal resolution. We would like to put forth a
question about the vaccine. And it has arrived a little while ago.

What does it say?

I will read it. ”The propaganda has already started regarding the vaccination for the
coronavirus, and more specifically the intimidation by means of public postings re-
garding the establishment and maintenance of the vaccination registry, that a vac-
cination will be a prerequisite for students at schools and universities. and it will be
necessary to show a record of vaccination in order to get on an airplane, to be allowed
entry to a restaurant or other gathering spaces. The necessity of displaying some-
thing indicating a vaccine has been administered to be allowed entrance to offices and
businesses. the creation of an electronic application on cell phones is already being
addressed. although to board an airplanes and other public services, there is a recom-
mendation that a familiar rapid test be administered on the spot. it is not cited as a
preferred method for obvious reasons. It appears that those who choose not to be vac-
cinated will become modern-day lepers, and very likely without access to work. How
can we deal with this in as Orthodox [Christians]? How do you advise young people to
act who will come face to face with harsh social exclusion and intimidation? Will re-
ceiving the vaccine be considered [a sign of] weakened faith and denial of Christ?” And
I finish off with asking your opinion regarding the vaccine and in general vaccination
as it refers to the coronavirus.

I believe this is the most judicious question in these days and months that we are
[all] thinking about, for sure. Certainly. Right now, to be candid at this moment,
something just happened to me, apart from [these] questions. It is lovely for us to
be inside the Church, but I am a man whose eye is captivated, as you know, first,
by the beautiful architecture [and] secondly by the paintings. Now, as I speak, I am
admiring the beautiful doves. Finally, my mind wanders.

The question therefore about the vaccine is timely.

Grace-filled Liturgy and Yiayia Persephone

Yesterdaywas, as you know, [the Feast Day of] Saint Philemon. It fell on Sunday. We
had another “suspicious” Liturgy, with camera equipment covering [the Service],
there in the reconstructed Church of St. Philemon, next to St. Nicholas at Orounta.
So, the Service ended. The celebrationwas extremely beautiful, very, very beautiful.
Saint Philemon bestowed on us abundant Grace.
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And those who were watching [remotely] felt it. There were people, just think, who
came from Paralimni, three hours after the Liturgy, “Because,” they said, “we saw
the Liturgy on television and we felt the Grace of the Saint.” Think about it!!

If there is attentiveness in the Service, the Liturgy or the chanting, the Church archi-
tecture, the icons, the televised service, or the typicon, Grace is transmitted. Ortho-
dox ornon-Orthodox, just being sensitive is enough, being vigilant, awell-intentioned
person – it [the grace] gathers, you know.

So, they took off and came from Paralimni to venerate Saint Philemon, because they
watched the liturgy on the television and enjoyed all of the beauty, the grace, the
power.

Yannis adds, All of the senses are needed of both body and soul.

That’s right, the five senses of the body and the five of the soul.

Afterwards, we went to the reception hall, so that the monastics and those celebrat-
ing their feast day could serve us refreshments. Suddenly, I see an elderly woman
frommy village, entering, who is near 100 and her daughter whowas near 75, hold-
ing on to her. These women helped me very greatly. I am obliged to say, and eco-
nomically, in the restoration of the Metropolis in Morphou. They are very hard-
working and saved, but they did not deposit it in an earthly bank but rather [in the]
heavenly holy bank.

Once they saved, they would come to me and say, “Dear Bishop, is there a poor
village in your metropolis that wants a chalice that we can give?”

And I would say, for example, the Kaminarka or Trisangeloi, which are remote vil-
lages, or the Kannavia, where they were building a Church. And they would go and
always give their money to poor Churches.

Then, “Do you know of a student without parents who can’t afford to study [at uni-
versity].”

I do.

“Take these 2,000 euros and give them to the boy, and don’t say our name.”

Nothing more.

Now I should tell you the yiayia’s name only. It is a very rare name, Persephone.
So, as soon as I see Yiayia Persephone enter the reception hall with her daughter, I
lost it! Do you know why? I thought she had died. Two years had gone by since we
saw each other; and I said to myself, “Persephone died and the blessed ones didn’t
tell me so I could go [to her funeral],” and so I was commemorating her among the
departed! And I see Persephone with her daughter, Maro, holding on to her.
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I am the spontaneous type. Theminute I sawher, I say to her, “Mydear Persephone.”
She says, “My dear Bishop.”
I respond, “You’re alive?”
“As you see, I am alive.”
So, then I had her sit next to me They brought some [refreshments] for Yiayia, the
ascetic, to eat, this most pious Yiayia. She kissed my hand; I kissed hers.
Well, she was friends with my mother. For my mother who was a very demanding
woman, to make friends, you had to be a very Godly person, for Milia to consider
you her friend. And she sat next to me and we talked about this and that.
She asked me if we needed money for [the Church of] St. Philemon.
”Yes, we do,” I said.
“If I bring you this amount, is that good?”
I respond with, “You are still able to do so?”
She says, “Yes, I am able.”
And so, we continued [in this vein], talking about charities that are in need of phil-
anthropic help.
And at one point, she turns [to me] and she answers the question that Yannis [just]
posed, and, like Yannis, has been asked, not to mention by amillion people, millions
of people, millions of people (whether Orthodox or not). And she speaks a Cypriot
word to me for “vaccine” that we modern Cypriots no longer use. One hundred
years old, this Yiayia, actually around 98.
She says to me, “Tell the people not to get the «μπόλι.»
Did you hear how she said it to me? “Boli/Mπόλι!” I burst into laughter; and she
says to me, “Why are you laughing?”
Mother of God, such speech! It’s been 30 years since I’ve heard this word, “boli.”
Of course, it’s the root of the word for vaccine. I inoculate/put something into the
person, the vaccine. It comes from the “εμ” ανδ τηε “βάλλω,” giving the meaning of
“jabbing” the person, in a speedy manner.
So, I repeated what she says, “So we shouldn’t get the vaccine?”
“Yes, she says, “it won’t be needed, in the end.”
Do you hear…. this yiayia! That’s Yiayia Persephone!
Certainly, my dear friend Chrysanthos, will exclaim, “How is it that you listen to
these grandmothers, Holy Morphou, And you’ve shaken up the people with these
theories against the vaccine?” The man is probably right!
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Statement Concerning the Vaccine: Soon and Suddenly

Afterwards, today it’s Wednesday, Sunday, yesterday, [then] Monday I receive a
message from a devout man of God, with the following – I respect this man very
much. He has a sense of both Heaven and Earth. He is one of those who gives me
guidance and corrects me when I make a mistake. Woe to the bishop who does not
people who correct him.

And woe to all of you if you do not have people who correct you. Be aware of this.
Have people in your life who are trustworthy, better than you, yes, better than you.
Give them your soul. This is a serious discussion. In other words, give them your
trust, your will. But be sure they are persons of prayer, pure. But make sure they
don’t take advantage of you. Do you understand what I’m saying?

Glory be to God, I have never lacked for people of God who were trustworthy and
devout. That’s what trust means. This man from somewhere in Greece contacted
me and he said to me,

“God did not show me [what to do about] the vaccine, whether you should get it or
not, but He indicated tome that this virus, the coronavirus, that threatensmankind”
– he said two words, with much hope within – “This coronavirus” – pay attention
to these two words – “soon and suddenly, will be extinguished. Soon and suddenly,
Christ will snuff it out.”

That’s what he told me. I will repeat: Soon and suddenly, Christ will extinguish
it. That doesn’t mean that we won’t be hearing about others. It’s possible that the
others will be more difficult than what is now. Consequently, since the vaccine is
related to the coronavirus, this infectious virus and sickness, perhaps, in the end,
our Synodal brothers rushed into making their decision yesterday by majority vote
– contrary to my [position] and a few more least-of-these hierarchs, and declared
that the vaccine should not be required.

I am referring now to the resolution of the Holy Synod of the Church of Cyprus
that the vaccine not be a requirement, but that whatever the Ministry of Health
advises us (byMinistry of Health, I mean the StateMinistries of Health) who are best
qualified scientifically, rationally - of which we spoke of earlier- as being the most
knowledgeable, regarding issues of health and physical medicine, we recommend
to our faithful people to listen to the Ministry of Health, whenever it decides and
whatever decision it makes.

What does this mean? It means before they even tell us if the vaccine is safe, what
the effects of the vaccine are, will it treat [the virus] effectively, what are its side
effects. [We know] there are effects and side effects.
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I know people – I personally don’t do this – I know people who believe in God and
who fast, and [when they take] Panadol, they open it and read the sheet of paper -
the effects and the side effects. When I saw this, it made an impression, even our
priests [do this].

I say to [one of] the priests, “What are you reading?”

He says to me, ”Wait a minute, you would take the medication without knowing
what the side effects are?”

That priest who reads the side effects of whatever medication he puts in his mouth,
in his blood, to me is a scientist.

I am from the East, because Dr. Dinos told me, “You will take these medications,
your Holiness,”

“Okay, Dino.” And I drink a little water, I swallow them.

Do you understandwhat Imean? I amAnatolian [cuturally nonwestern], of trusting
in doctors. Howdo you translate this philosophically, psychologically, theologically?
It’s translated as, I trust.

He is a scientist. The man has a doctorate. He studied three different fields. And I
studied two. I didn’t want a doctoral degree. In fact, I hated all that. They reminded
me of the dictator. I distancedmyself, but I don’t reject them, the doctorates and the
degrees. Someone who has a logical mind, let him go study, for sure. These things
are not for everyone. They’re not for me.

I am a person of faith. I trust. I entrusted my life to Father Iakovos of Evoia. Back
then, no one knew him. Few people knew him whom you now venerate as St.
Iakovos in the Euboea “Forgive me.” From the first moment I saw him, I said, this
is a saint! Later, he told me that I will become a bishop at a very young age in the
land where I was born, and he told me many other things. Whatever he told me,
afterwards, I did it. But I only listened to him.

One time when St. Porphyrios told me some thing that wasn’t in agreement with
Iakovos, I told him, “Forgive me, Geronda, I am not going to heed you.”

He says,“Why aren’t you going to listen to me?”

“Because you are not my spiritual father. My Geronda is Iakovos.”

“Hey, what did Iakovos tell you?”

“He told me such and such.” He closed his eyes. A tear fell.

And he says to me, “Homer” – he was blind then – “Homer, are you here?”

“Yes, Geronda, I am here.”
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“What I told you earlier was a mistake. I was speaking from my mind. Because of
your personality, I got carried away. What God wants is what Iakovos told you.”

Do youhear? If a saint canbe led astray by enthusiasm, think of the sinfulNeophytos
and the scientist, and Bill Gates, who has the largest foundation in the world, the
second most wealthy billionaire, from whom most of the vaccines will come, the
“boli,” as my Auntie Persephone says.

So, my brothers and sisters, Iakovos, I am not. Porphyrios, I am not. And the person
whom I trust named Iakovos, who is alive, told me what I told you.

“God has not revealed to me about the vaccine,” he said. “Regarding this sickness,
soon and abruptly, Christ will intervene and take it away. There will be more to
come. The story of mankind will not stop.”

Internet, Human Rights Charter

So, with globalization, it has been possible, and with the internet, for us little [guys]
to have access to communication, to information. In the past, myAuntie Persephone
whom we spoke of earlier didn’t have, couldn’t have access to information. She
didn’t have a telephone or electric internet to inform her. Now we have them.

I am speaking to you nowon another level, not on a spiritual level, but on a scientific
level, from a human level, from the readings I have done on websites, scientific
[ones]. The scientists that I trust – pay attention to the word - whom I trust, who
have God in them, the doctors who have Godwithin themselves, themicrobiologists
who have Godwithin, the epidemiologists who have Godwithin - are all saying, “No
vaccine - not just the vaccine for the coronavirus – should not be mandatory.”

Not any vaccine. If it is mandatory, it is a violation. You hear? It is abuse, both
psychologically and bodily! Each person should sit down and figure out what he
wants, what he believes, [and] in whom you will put your trust. This is important -
what I am telling you - who are you going to trust.

Do not be lost. You know, one bad thing about toomuch information is just that: One
person says this, another person says that, and a third person tells you something
different. You don’t know where to put your trust. That is a very bad thing that’s
happening in our times.

One good thing about me, personally, is I know who to put my trust in, regarding
many topics. For the scientific, the experts [in the field], for the spiritual, the ex-
perts…And something else, we are people of prayer, some less, others more. In any
case we pray. Why don’t you pray and say to Him, “My Christ, enlighten me what
vaccine to take if it is needed, or else I should not rush into it.”
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The people of God, the older generations, would say, “Don’t rush when the anti-
christs begin putting a seal on bodies.”

Do not be in a hurry. It’s a big mistake, because there may be such interventions by
God. And they will happen I am certain, because there is much prayer in our times,
much pain all over the world, all over the world. I tell you, in America, in Europe,
in Asia – they are more sensitized than us, for sure.

The Swedish who are a very “modern” society, had such [harsh] side effects from
previous vaccines, that now 70% of the Swedish [people] don’t even want to hear
about any vaccine!

The moderator Yannis adds, During the swine flu, 60% were vaccinated and to this
day, they [still] have side effects – yes – they cannot drive. They fall asleepwhile driving.

So, therefore, there is something else that they told us at the Synod – it is good for
me to tell you – the Cypriot epidemiologist who is – it makes you wonder – such a
person who is at the university and teaches epidemiology to young people, with so
much God in him, so it makes youwonder why the government did not appoint him
as their advisor, – told us the following regarding the vaccine mandate, which, for
me, this is the key.

Now, I can’t prevent the big pharmaceutical companies in America, in Europe, and
in Russian from producing their vaccines. You understand, the people want to sell
their products. When we are experiencing side effects and we have reactions and
are fearful, they say, “Are you serious, dear Bishop? Don’t the other medications
you take have side effects? The aspirin you take, don’t you have side effects from
it?” Meaning [it’s] 100% ok? “And each [person’s] constitution, you know, behaves
differently. There is this too.”

What did the epidemiologist, Sotiriadis, tell us yesterday? The whole key, he states,
isn’t whether there will be vaccines – there will be vaccines - the vaccines will come.
The entire matter rests on making the vaccine mandatory. We must respect the
freedom of people! And, in fact, he told us the following. I didn’t know this. It was
my error that I didn’t know it because I studied law. He brought us, indeed this same
physician, the Charter of Human Rights, in other words, recognized by the United
Nations as basic human rights.

And one of the articles of this Charter states that mandatory administering of any
medicine by injection into the human body shall be prohibited [by law], without
consent of the patient; these are the rights of the sick person.

Sickness is not part of death; it is a part of health. We need to understand this. It is
a part of (our) well-being. Often our systemmust get sick in order to forewarn us to
run to the doctor. Isn’t that the way it is - to prevent other complications.
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So, when such a Charter ofHumanRights comes along and states something so clear,
that without the consent of the patient -
I heard someone say, “But with this [kind of] logic, if all hierarchs begin, like Mor-
phou, and tell the people their rights” – I didn’t tell you not to take the vaccine – I
said I was not going to take it – I am telling you – it is your decision, Whether you
are hearme now or whether you seeme elsewhere, you will decide. You will decide
whom you will trust. That is why you are called the Faithful. The rational [people]
will take the “boli” [the vaccine]. You, however, are the believers. To have faith
means you believe in the seen and unseen. You believe there are mysteries. 4% is
approximated through science and 96% through the mysteries and whatever you
seize upon. “For we know in part,” says the Apostle Paul [1Cor. 13:9]
When a few people heard me, they said, “But if we listen to Morphou – and many
bishops are doing the same thing that Morphou is doing - they will create doubts in
the people’s [mind] and they will not go to be vaccinated.”
It’s a matter of money, and the man who doesn’t have God, money becomes his god.
It’s a big issue, they tell you. So then, this work that we are doing now is dangerous.
These large pharmaceutical industries that sometimes cure and sometimes poison
either the body or the soul, for there are also many psychotropic medications that
we consume either by eating or drinking. And the air constantly polluted.
Afterwards, they say, “Well, Holy Morphou, have you joined the rank(s) of the con-
spiracy theorists?
I prefer, rather than be the trusting rabbit of the new class order of things, to be-
long, not to those who are conspiring or speaking of conspiracies, but to those who
examine the issues and the truth of these issues.
Test all things; hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil, Apostle Paul.
[1Thes. 5: 21-22]
You see, that is whom I trust, the Apostle Paul. Would that we won’t need them and
then, what will we do?
Let me stop here. Let’s not continue. There are other questions.

The Need and Benefit of Exams
Yannis discusses the topic: Yes. There is another aspect to the previous question, how
to deal with this in an Orthodox way and you have told us to choose who we will trust.
Yes.
However, as I understand it, the question is calling for a practical way, that is to say,
how would you advise young people to act. when faced with – and some of us are
already living it – the exclusion and the intimidation.
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I think the answer I gave at the very beginning [still holds]. Therewill be a lockdown
but it won’t last very long. Do you recall what we said previously, and you, in your
introduction, said it, regarding examinations? The exams, my students, they will
not continue. Has there ever been a teacher who constantly gives exams? He knows
that people are tired, that people are afraid, that people can’t tolerate much more.
Is it possible that our God who is Father, will allow people to be tested more than
they can bear? Basically now, what are we doing?
Now, Christ, because He will create the new crew according to St. Porphyrios, of the
Church, He will fill His ship, which the Orthodox Church, with a new crew.
It appears many of the current leaders whether politicians, Church leaders or sci-
entists, have not been able to fill their hearts with faith and trust. They preferred
to satisfy themselves with rationalism. And so, as soon as the great upset of the
virus arrived, and with the favorable information and misinformation of the vari-
ous mass media and misinformed sources, they became scared. The first to become
frightened, namely, were the leaders. So when a leader is frightened, what will
simple people do? When a mother and father of a household are scared, fear is
transmitted. It is energy.
Inmy humble opinion, first wemust have faith in Christ. He is the Onewho governs
history and even epidemics. “The Lord is my Shepherd and I shall not want.” He
will not deprive me of anything.
Now, suffering has to take place, because there is a lot of corruption, great cor-
ruption, much unrepentant sin, much unrepentant sin. You see what he is saying?
These are not my words but the words of that virtuous man I communicate with.
He says, ”My Bishop, do you hear many people regretting their abortions? Do you
hear many people changing their lives and habits after participating in unnatural
relationships whether within amarriage or outside amarriage? Do you hear of any
like Saint Cyprian who abandon satanic worship and the magical arts?”
We are talking about big sins which unfortunately are not committed by just five or
ten people, but aremuchmorewidespread. Therefore, since there is no repentance,
one form of teaching, not of punishment, is all this. And I’m telling you, the coron-
avirus will be gone and the other conditions that will follow will be more difficult
to handle. So now we are in training for the more difficult that is coming.
Pay attention to what I am saying. It is perhaps the most important thing put forth
this evening. What we are experiencing now is the mercy of God. It is not the pun-
ishment of God. Therefore, it is necessary, my dear Yanni, for young Christians to
be tested, as our parents were tested.
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The Saintly Milia

Couldn’t my mother have turned into – she was a beautiful young woman – was
it necessary to keep her virginity and the purity of her body and soul? She could
have made money with her beauty. That she preferred to go hungry, she and her
three orphaned siblings, and to preserve her honor, what happened to her today?
In heaven she is a saint. We have a merciful benefit from this, is that not so?

Following after, there is my father, a widower from his first marriage. He was 14
years older and he says, “Who am I going to find who can raise my two orphaned
children? I will marry a young Christian woman, poor and orphaned.”

Who is that – the daughter of Theocharellas, Milia. And he married her. And when
he took my mother to his home with his two orphaned [children] and his mother-
in-law and father-in-law, if you please, all in the same house, you knowwhat he told
Milia?

“I am not in love with you. I loved my first wife.”

Listen to that, you women, especially.

“It is my wife, my first, that I fell in love with,” he tells her. “And it will be difficult
for me to love you the way I loved Efrosini. God took her from me at age 26.”

And how does the wise Milia respond, she was only 19 years old? “That’s how it
is, Nicholae,” she tells him. “There is a expression that says, ’Your first is your love
and the second, the lady of the household,’ and you must let me be the lady of my
household.”

My father was 33 years old. He turns and looks at her. Do you know what he told
us? “I was startled? She was smarter than me,” he states, and then he said, “Lord
have mercy. She isn’t pretty like my first, but she is smarter.”

And she told him, “If you allowme to be the lady [of the household], gradually, with
the help of the Panayia, you will come to love me too.”

And she told him, “I do not have any demands that you fall in love with me. You fell
in love with Efrosini. “The man said it – one time a person falls in love, and then
comes love [agape].”

She knew at age 19, romantic love [erotas] is one thing, but agape love another. In
one year, my father came to both love her and be in love with her.

And my mother would say to him, “How is it that you fell in love with me?”

“Your intellect, dear wife!”

Do you hear? So, you see, we must be tested. And I bring Milia’s example because
some of you are familiar with this woman. It is a first hand example for me. [Her
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example] gives an answer to why we go through tests. It’s the answer here [to the
question] whymust we go through tests. Wemust go through these exams. We have
to learn too that life requires examinations.

Internet

One problem of contemporary people is that, because we have technology, many
things are made easy, with little buttons! In the past, in order to get water you had
to go to the well, to put forth effort. In order to see a little at night in home, you had
to light a lamp with oil and afterwards to clean the chimney, etc. Everything took
hard work. Now everything is easy. it’s a matter of [pushing] a little button.

You are able to cope, but the present day [generation] can’t cope, do youunderstand?

Yannis adds, The switch breaks, and we are paralyzed.

The minute the switch fails, they are paralyzed.

Imagine if the internet stops working. I’m telling you they will break it at some
point. The most cyberspace [knowledgeable] Cypriot told me there is just just one
switch. And they toldme the previous time –mymistake that I said the satellites will
break. It’s not the satellites that will break. The people of the new order of things
will go and lower the switch that controls the signal for the satellite and you won’t
be able to pick up a signal. Forwhat reasonwill this happen? So that youwill not get
information. So that you won’t be able to learn from a bishop or from any person
of good disposition, the right messages! So that you won’t have update information,
my dear lady.

The internet, aside from showing all forms of fornication, homosexual activities and
sorceries, [it] is also packed with information on spreading the Faith, and abounds
in good agronomy, wonderful cooking, if you like, beautiful songs. I asked someone
howhe learned to play the guitar sowell, and he said he started offwith the internet.
You hear? Satan does not want the beautiful, he does not want the good. He won’t
bother with the internet until he’s finished his job. Understand?

Readings from St. Paisios

However, Christ has His plan which, if Yannis will allow me a few minutes before
we finish, Saint Paisios describes in one page. You have something else, my son, to
ask, if you like?

Yannis agrees, I prefer to continue with this passage, so I can then change topics.

It is a well-known passage from one of the books published by the Holy Convent of
the Evangelist John the Theologian in Souroti near Thessaloniki about Elder Paisios,
Saint Paisios of the Holy Mountain and entitled Spiritual Awakening, Discourse II,
page 188. Listen.
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A nun asks the then living Geronda Paisios, “Geronda, will Christ intervene during
these difficult times?”
The same question they sent to Yannis in 2020, the same question posed before 1994,
the year of his repose. So how many years ago was that? About 30 years. Thirty
years ago the same question was asked. They saw then that the years were difficult.
Think if they were living in our [times] today!
“Geronda,” she says to him, I repeat, “will Christ intervene during these difficult
times?”
Listen to what vision Paisios had – a prophet – he had the prophetic [gift], and not
only that. Many others had the gift of prophecy. He had the gift of interpreting
prophecy. That, you know, is difficult. Yes. Here you see,
The saint responds, “The Saints, Panaghia, Christwill appear to save evenonewronged
man who has a good disposition because he deserves divine help, how much more
now when the whole world will be going through such a difficult time. Now it will
be a passing storm.”
Do you hear?
“Now,” he says, “a passing storm, a short occupation by the antichrist, Satan. He
will be given such a slap by Christ, all nations will be shaken, and then peace will
prevail in theworld for a long time. During this time, Christwill giveHis creation the
opportunity to be saved. Is Christ going to abandon His Creation? He will appear
when mankind has reached an impasse and will save it from the clutches of the
antichrist. People will return to Christ and a spiritual serenity will prevail over all
the earth for many years.”
Do you hear what awaits us? These [words] are for our generation. Thirty years
ago. I repeat here.
“A spiritual serenity will prevail over all the earth for many years. But shocks will
come first,” he says, “to all the nations. All the nations will be shaken,” he says, “all
the nations.”
And you see that now the problems are no longer local. Doesn’t that strike you?
They are not ethnic; the problems are world-wide.
“Some,” he says – pay close attention to the above – “people associate this interven-
tion of Christ and the Second Coming. I cannot say.”
Look at [how] discerning and humble St. Paisios was.
“My thinking tells me this will not be the Second Coming of Christ, when He comes
as a Judge, but only an intervention of Christ, for there are somany events that have
not taken place.”
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He means the events of Revelations, so we cannot speak of antichrists and Second
Coming. Some have filled the internet with all that. They are false prophecies. They
are all erroneous interpretations.

“My thinking tells me that this will not be the Second Coming of Christ when He
comes as Judge, but an intervention of Christ because there are so many events
that have not yet taken place. Christ will intervene, slap this whole system. He will
prevail over all evil and transform it to good in the end.”

And listen to some specifics.

“Roads will be filled with shrines.” – We’ve gotten started – “The buses will have
icons on their billboards. All the people will believe and will want you to tell them
about Jesus Christ! Thus theGospelwill be proclaimed throughout thewholeworld.”

That’s why, my good lady, the internet is needed, so that the Gospel will be pro-
claimed throughout the whole world. This is just the beginning. We still have work
to do.

“And then Christ will come as Judge to judge the world. Judgement is one thing and
intervention to help His creation is another.”

Do you hear? Now we will have an intervention. God can intervene in many ways.
So, I beg you, those of youwho are here and those of youwho are listening and those
of you who are watching us, see to it that you are in the new ship of Christ. See to
it. Be patient. Do not rush to brand yourself with vaccines which are so uncertain,
and God has His plan both for you and for me.

Let’s hear to the next questions and keep track of the time because by 9:00 both you
and I must be in our homes.

It’s 7:40 pm.

Let it be. Me, if you’ll leavemehere I amwilling to sleep inside Saint Cyprian Church
and have a beautiful second vigil.

Today from Volos, a kind man, who called me a few days ago, said to me,

“I believe we met before on Mount Athos on such and such a year.”

I said to him, “Well, the year that you mentioned, I was deacon.”

“Yes,” he tellsme, “Youwerewith Father Gerasimos then, when Patriarch Demetrios
came to Mount Athos.”

I confirmed that, yes, I was in the reception area.

“And where did you go afterwards?” he asks.
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I told himGerasimos and Iwent to Koutloumousio andwalked down in the direction
of Saint Paisios.

“Were you alone?”

“No,” I say to him, “we met up with two archpriests and we accompanied them.”

“Were the two archpriests of Samos, Panteleimon, and from Kastoria, Grigorios,”
both now reposed, these bishops, ”and also Gerasimos, my friend?”

And I tell him, “How do you know all this?”

“We met in St. Paisios’ cell when you arrived. I remember the reception St. Paisios
gave you.”

“And you know,” he tells me, “I have a photo, and I think you are in it with St.
Paisios.”

“Me?” I ask.

”Yes.”

“Lord havemercy, What a great blessing that is!” I tell him. “Why, are you sure? But
for you to recall [all this] and to knowwho I was with, it must mean that everything
you are telling me is true. Can you send me the photo?”

He sent it to me today.

I just thought now how a man said to you, “And how do you know for sure if Saint
Paisios wrote those things?”

What I read to you from the books of Souroti, the Abbess herself, Philothea, told
me, the sinner, that St. Paisios examined them line by line and told her what to
include. “You will put this, You will put that.” These books of Souroti are the most
authoritative ones regarding St. Paisios. He checked them.

Yannis asks, Before his repose?

Yes, before his repose.

“That the time will come when they will read [my words], ” St. Paisios said. “so that
one person won’t make up a shorter version and another a longer version.” [They
are] like a Testament, like the Will. In other words, the authentic [works] are at
Souroti.

So here is the photo. See if you can findme. Let’s get the filmmakerwould find away
to project it up up by the camera so everyone can see it. Such a blessing. There is St.
Paisios, my son. You see him there with his little skoufaki. Do you see me, young.
Which one is it? I, the young man, who am I? There, the one furthest in the back,
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with the skoufo, the karnato like that of a monk’s cap. And there is Panteleimon of
Samos.

Glory be to God! So, what I am saying is that we have evidence. Whoever is a devout
believer, that’s how it is. Judas was with Christ. He saw Him raise Lazarus from the
tomb, and he went and betrayed Him. Do you hear? He went an betrayed him and
then he killed himself. Therefore, it is notwhat the eyes see, butwhat heart believes.

Take care to cleanse your heart daily with repentance. That is the most important
matter.

If there is time...

Generations and Eras

Yannis begins the next question, I am dismissing a question [but] I am not changing
topics, for it appears that faith greatly dominates the evening.

Yes, vaccine, faith, coordinating events – all of these are related.

Yes, related. It’s a question that concerns faith, but also atheism, which many of us
have inherited, I want to stress..

Very important what you just said.

I will read the question which is pretty long. We have made reference to some aspects
[of the topic], but let’s see if we can expand [on them].

“Your All Holiness, forgive me, but I must disclose a small introduction. I perceive that
all people carry within themselves [all the characteristics of] their generation and the
era in which they grew up. Those two things cause us unimaginable hardship.”

This is important. Read that again.

“I perceive that all people carry within themselves their generation and the era in
which they grew up. These two things cause us unimaginable hardship even if we
don’t realize it. When the man begins to take notice what a burden this is, gradually,
he releases himself from the burden. However, he needs the necessary tools because
he can’t do it alone. And here the Church comes and delivers these tools to the person,
which are repentance, prayer, confession and Holy Communion.”

Repeat the tools.

“These tools which the Church gives to each person are repentance, prayer, confession
and Holy Communion.”

And fasting.

And fasting; he hasn’t included it.

For we have a body too that needs to be cleansed.
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“Listening to Christians many time talking, theologizing about Church topics, more
specifically bishops, priests and theologians often times I feel that their theological
views and ecclesiastical criteria concerning the continual miracle of the Orthodox
faith are animated by unintentional atheism whose source is the indisputability of
their generation and their era, which sometimes leads them into communal secularism
and another time, if you will permit me to say, into rationalization of the protestant
kind, wherein logic trades off faith, in other words [leading to] heresies. I would like
to discuss this phenomenon, especially now that the coronavirus epidemic has caused
many ecclesiastical people to expose their involuntary atheism.”

Give me [the paper], my son. This [person] wants to put us on trial, this one. Please
tell me, Mr. Yiannis Lembos, because the question is long and substantive, When
he says, “I would like to discuss this phenomenon, especially now that the coron-
avirus epidemic has caused many ecclesiastical people to expose their involuntary
atheism,” who do you think he is talking about when he says Church people?

All Church members from the clergy to the laypeople.

What do you say, over there, wise and smart Yiayia, with the mask on? The people,
the clergymen...

And you, youngman of the new generation, what do you think? Who is he referring
to?

Ok, the two of you, the three of you are either good politicians or very good Chris-
tians. Yes, yes, yes! I’m not a good Christian. I believe he is speaking about us, the
priests and the bishops. He is referring to them, my beloved, and you do not want to
say it face to face. Look here. He signs as Andreas. This Andreas is saying something
quite serious that you must take notice of.

You may not be clergymen. However, you are people of the Church. You believe
that your future lies with the Church, that is, the body of Christ, that you are truly
the body of Christ.

You are leaving? Come to receive a blessing and be on your way. Good journey. I
hope God makes you invisible. Safe travels. Whoever lives far way should depart.
And don’t forget your masks. Drive safely.

Once Saint Paisios, (reference here to “invisible”) became tired and went to an area
with bushes, where he entered to sit and pray and be able to hide from the many
people. He needed “nourishment.” Prayer is nourishment. So while he was there,
apparently for the noise, People started looking for Patir Paisios.

“Where is Patir Paisios?”
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Some of the monks said, “Sometimes he buries himself, hides in the surroundings.
Look around here nearby. How far can an old man go?”
So they searched. So when he realized theywere coming upon him, he said, “They’ll
find us and there goes our hiding place!”
So he said, “My Christ, I beg you, make a way for me not to be seen. Make me invis-
ible.”
And they were next to him, talking. He could hear what they were saying. They did
not see him. He made him invisible. Do you hear? That’s why I said, “Through the
prayers of Saint Cyprian, may you become invisible.”
Here our friend Andreas speaks of two big things we carry within ourselves, our
generation and the era we grew up in. The era of Fr. Konstantinos who is nearly
80 – in 70’s – Okay, 76. You are close to 80. You are closer to 80 than to 70. Fr.
Konstantinos [is] from one era, and Georgeos, another era, who is close to 30. And
if you ask another young person who is 15, he will say old man Georgeos, age 30, is
of a different era than my era, at 15. Think of the distance between the 15 year old
and the 80 year old!
If that priest does not have the Holy Spirit in him, he will not be able to reach an
understanding either with Georgeos’ generation or with the generation of the 15
[year old]. I am nearly 60. Imagine how difficult it is for me to hear confessions!
The door opens and some one enters. I ask, “How old are you, my son.”
“17.”
“What do you what?”
“I have a girlfriend.”
“One sin? Pay attention. How old are you, my son?”
“17 years old.”
Panayia, 17 years old and you already have a girlfriend? So I become 17.
Afterwards, a 30 year old man comes in. “Yes, my son, what’s going on with you?”
“I got married and I’m thinking of getting divorced.”
In no time, he became tired of being married. I have to become a 30 year old and
indeed be married. I, who am a monk and a virgin.
Following that, a 50 year old arrives. “Yes, my son. What do you want?”
He says to me, “I got in a fight with my mother-in-law because we have some debts
and she won’t give [us] some of themoney that she has been saving for her old age.”
I have to become a 50 year old and have a mother-in-law.
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Thus we are dealing with various generations and various eras. Now the issues are
not just about the teenager’s young girlfriend, or the money of the 50 year old, or
the 30 year old wanting a divorce. I’m telling you these are easier topics. And Christ
more readily forgives these than the enormous subject of faith. Do you hear that?

This is perhaps the most important thing that has been addressed here tonight at
the Church of St. Cyprian and St. Justina. The most important thing we have is
our Faith. And the more responsibility we have in the ecclesiastical theanthropic
body of our Lord, the greater our responsibility to more people. So now the hour
of responsibility has arrived. The exam time, I repeat, not only of the coronavirus.
Other exams will come too, and other trials until the season of calm comes that
the great prophet of our time, St. Paisios, described to us. Until these beautiful
years of the great peace, of great Orthodox spreading of the faith, wewill go through
”cloudbursts.” That’s how St. Paisios described them, storms, storms, but Christ will
be so compassionate that we will get through them very quickly. In no time, as St.
Paisios would say.

And he would also say, “I feel sorry, though, for you Cypriots. I am sorry for your
generation. They will occur so rapidly that you might not be able to stand it. You
will fall down on your knees. Every single person will fall down on their knees.”

However, afterwards, you know what he said to me?

“But I am also envious of your times.” I asked him,

“Why envious, Geronda?” He says, “I’d like to see what you will see!”

“Ok but there where you’ll be, won’t you be able to see? Won’t you have a better
view.”

“I’ll see much better,” St. Paisios tells me, “but I want my body to have seen them.”

Do you hear that? A person is a whole being: soul and body, body and soul. And for
this reason, the Second Coming of Christ is needed, so that the body is raised from
the tomb for those of us who will be deceased then.

Now the time for exams has arrived, and the tests will continue after the coron-
avirus. Here is Andreas’ only mistake. Rather, the coronavirus brought out the
greater problem of the church, whether they are clergy or laypeople.

Responsibilities

But tell me, dear Fr. Konstantinos, you, who serves 5,000 residents of Akaki, do you
bear the same responsibility as Kostis from Filla who chants, “Lord have mercy.
Grant this, O Lord.” He will go to Paradise with flying colours, whereas you will
have a hard time. Why? Because you must have a lot of faith. Your faith must
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performmiracles, and the big miracle is not curing people of the symptoms of coro-
navirus or of cancer. The big miracle is to instill faith from your faith – to have faith
left to spare, that is overflowing, like water in a reservoir, faith that is abundantly
overflowing.

We’ve arrived at this period of time. The priest must be a reservoir to whom those
in the village come who are weak in faith in order to receive. The Yiayia must be, if
not a reservoir, at least a barrel filled with grace, so that her grandchildren will go
[to her] to receive when they are dissatisfied, when they turn back from sin, when
the hour of repentance comes.

When, as my mother would say, “When their mind descends.”

What an important subject! Pay attention to the phrase, “your mind descends,” my
son. There where you have it. It means at some point it ascended and now youmust
lower it, to humble it, to make meek the mind by lowering it into the heart.

Yannis adds, Logic wants [the mind] to ascend to the brain.

Everything to go to the brain. Brain does not have a large space for learning, so how
can all this bear examination? Do you understand? It breaks and people develop
schizophrenia. They become psychologically ill, which ultimately, the sickness is
not of the soul. It is of the mind. If you ask a good psychiatrist, they will tell you
psychiatric illnesses are illnesses of the superior part of the brain, the highest func-
tioning part of the brain. That is how they explain it.

So we’ve arrived at this period of time. The great, I’ve mentioned this before, the
great 20th century theologian, at least among theGreeks, was Fr. Ioannis Romanides.
He reposed in 2001. In 2000, hemade the followingprophetic statement: “Fromhere
on out, the problem of the Church will be Her bishops, how [much] faith they have.”

“From here on out, the problem of the Church will be her bishops, how [much] faith
they have.”

The bishop makes priests. Priests promote grandmothers and grandfathers, the fa-
ther and the mother. The parents, their children and grandchildren. This is now
the hour of great responsibility for us, and it appears that from the way we bishops,
priests and also you, faithful Christian parents, are standing…

Parents! Being a parent is a formidable matter. During the holy sacrament of mar-
riage, we read prayers, “Remember, [O Lord our God], the parents of the newlyweds
who have nurtured them, for the prayers of parents make firm the foundations of
houses.”

Do you hear what he is saying: How tremendous it is to have the blessings of your
parents when you get married, are wed! So, if a parent’s blessing is held in such
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high esteem, think of how important a parent’s responsibility is, especially in rela-
tionship to small children.

And the older children, meaning all of you, are my responsibility, the bishops’ and
the priests’ and that of your spiritual father. That’s it. So then, we both have re-
sponsibility. But the bishop has more than just the responsibility of parents. Our
responsibility is equivalent to the Troodos Mountains. Your responsibility is equal
to one apartment complex. It’s not the same.

So now let’s look, if time permits – we have time – at the era and the generation.
Think of those who are now parents and grandparents, whether bishops, priests
or parents, what times they lived through! They lived – come, my daughter – they
lived in the era of – may you have the blessing of Christ – the Left and the Right, in
other words, ideologies. So, the blessing of Christ. The Left and the Right, the era of
ideologies. The intellect and the heart were filled with ideas, not experiences, not
with the energies of the Holy Spirit. Ideas.

The more educated read and read Kazantzakis. The more artistic people read and
read Shakespeare. I read all of these, I tell you. The more politically savvy read and
read Marx. I read this too. Afterwords came, when the era of political ideas began
its decline, then came the era of para-political ideas. So we began reading about
the mysteries of the world, about the extra-terrestrials, about the pyramids, and the
more confused studied psychology. Take notice. Let’s all read Freud, Jung, Adler. I
read these also. The most bewildering were the psychological [readings], from my
own experience.

We learned interesting things in political affairs, If anything, that theworld does not
change, although we were reading [about] politics to change the world!

On Being a Saint

If anything, we learned people don’t change, and even for a person to change, he
has to “sweat blood.” And if you give blood, you receive spirit, the Holy Spirit and
you become a saint. You can become a saint, and I, a holy hierarch, and you can
become a holy mother, and you, holy priest, and you, a holy father. We can.

Examinations, Responsibilities

So the generation that is now called to undergo examinations – whether they are
clerics or laypeople, my dear Yanni and Andreas who writes the question, whether
they are theologians or priests, whether they are laypeople, I repeat – is a wearied
generation, [tired] of ideas, bymany books, by so much information that aren’t con-
sidered knowledge orwisdomor coming fromexperience – life experience – in other
words, intellectualism, scholasticism, thoughts. The era of – how did someone call
it yesterday at the Synod? – The era of thought. The era of reflection.
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A bishop with an ancient mind, I mean with the European [way of] thinking, re-
sponds to [Elpidoforos]–

Elpidoforos, indicates, “We contemporary scientists…” This Elpidoforos, a man of
faith who studied at Harvard and is an epidemiologist, Cyprus’ only one, and a uni-
versity professor, states, “We scientists, holy hierarchs, say that science today ad-
vances by means of disputing.”

And this bishop jumps in, I repeat, with his ancient mind, European [that is], and
tells him, “But how can you say by means of disputation? We learned that [science
advances] by means of observation, and [that] science advances by means of scien-
tific investigation.”

He began to analyze [the study of] science the way the older generations looked
at it. And I say to him, ”My brother,” – me, the rude one – and I say to him, “The
science that you consider [as] science is out-dated. The science that Elpidoforos is
speaking of is the science of chaos, which will give birth to the science of Orthodox
Christians.”

St. Porphyrios and the New Crew

Consequently we are in a process. That is why St. Porphyrios said, “Christ will
change His crew.” These young people who worship now will be in the crew of
the new ship, the Orthodox Church. So be patient until the older generation of con-
fusion departs and the new generation arrives. Christ has His plan. He is already
preparing people of the new generation. I see it clearly. New scientists, new doc-
tors, new military, new architects, new priests, new monks, new musicians, but all
of them fighters, all living ascetically, all repenting, all of us worshipping, all of us
reading the Psalter.

Instructions for Reading the Kathisma

Everyone is asking me about the Psalter. I wish to speak about it here at the end.
Those of you who are reading the Psalter, especially if you are in teams of tens,
relative to region, it is not necessary for all ten to be from Meniko. Yannis might
find ten and five from another village and far away, even outside Cyprus. You must
simply be in agreement – one detail I have mentioned – when you are reading the
Psalter, my son, read one kathisma for a month. Yanni, if you took on reading the
second and third kathisma, when you have read one kathisma for onemonth, every
day the same, you will learn it by heart. Afterwards, you will ponder on [them].
Whereas if you read a different one every day, you will find it difficult. Do you
understand?

So every day you will read the same kathisma, and in this way, in three years, when
you are in Church, you will hear one word from the Psalter, you will [be able to]
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complete the [next] word. It will become a part of you and after, you will enter into
the process of understanding it. Do not be foolish like the Europeans who want to
understand it all in one [readings]. No. Read it over and over again. Read it. Pray a
little in between [your readings], “Enlighten me, my Christ.” What does it mean, “I
waited upon the Lord. I beseeched Him.”
And in time, enlightenment will come. In time. Spiritual [things] take time. They
take effort. They require patience. And a “teacher” is needed. So these are [the
things] I had to tell you.
I thank you all, both near and far, those from Limassol and the people from Paphos
was have departed. Come all of you to receive a blessing after you have venerated
the saints here, Cyprian and Justina. The next meeting will take place, God willing,
in the new year, We will not be having [a meeting] before the New Year. There are
so many feast days. Come forward to venerate and to receive a blessing.
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