
Cross of the Maccabees
Sermon of the Metropolitan of Morphou, Neofytos

in the Divine Liturgy of the Feast of the Proodos [“Procession”] of the Holy Cross
which took place in the holy church of the same name in the municipality of
Pedoula, part of the Metropolitan district of Morphou (1st of August 2019).

Ὁ σταυρὸς τῶν Μακκαβαίων
Κήρυγμα Μητροπολίτου Μόρφου κ. Νεοφύτου

στὴ Θεία Λειτουργία τῆς ἑορτῆς τῆς Προόδου τοῦ Τιμίου Σταυροῦ, ποὺ τελέσθηκε
στὸν ὁμώνυμο πανηγυρίζοντα ἱερὸ ναὸ τῆς κοινότητος Πεδουλᾶ τῆς

μητροπολιτικῆς περιφέρειας Μόρφου (1.8.2019)

an English transcription of the video from ΟΜΙΛΙΕΣ ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΛΙΤΟΥ ΜΟΡΦΟΥ

Tropar of the Feast
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance!
Grant victory to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries,
and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation.

M Y BROTHERS andmy sisters, the grace of the Holy and Life-Giving Crossmade
us worthy to celebrate him in the community of Pedoulas [Cyprus]. The

Proodos [“Procession”] of the Holy Cross – an ancient, Byzantine feast of Con-
stantinople.
Two things come to my heart today, after many days also of our personal cruci-
fixion, in order to feel the pain and the loneliness of the Crucified Christ, so that
our relationship with our Crucified God is not just empty words but also deeds.
Along with the Holy Cross, as you can see from the Holy Icon found in the cen-
ter of the church, today is the celebration of an entire family and the teacher of
the family, the Seven Holy Maccabees children, their mother Solomoni and their
teacher Eleazar. People of the Old Testament. People who faced the authority
and atheism of their time, which was not as covert as the authority and atheism
of today’s modern Europe.
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Thepresence of atheismand idolatrywas ”deafening” back thenworldwide. Only
the Hebrew people believed in the One True God, and even among them, only a
few really followed the Mosaic law. Many among the Hebrews “bended.” Like-
wise, today, many of our people “bend” to the orders of the atheist Europe, and
before its funds, everything is sacrificed. God watches over these things.
As the holy elder Evmenios the leper, disciple of the St. Nikephoros the Leper used
to say,

Even if the people are not watching, our angel is watching. Hewrites down
[our doings]. Pay attention, deacon, to what your angel is watching.

That’s what he told me. The more we grow, the more we understand the words
of the Holy Elders and Holy Mothers.
My mother used to say,

My son, take care so that your nous will not “twist.” Be careful because the
white ones [meaning money] can take down the stars.

These Seven Holy Maccabees children were people of God during the Hellenistic
era when Jerusalem and all of Palestine were under the reign of a Greek Mace-
donian, one of the successors of Alexander the Great, shortly before the Incarna-
tion and the Resurrection of the Savior Jesus Christ. Under the reign of Antiochus
Epiphanes, an edictum, a decree was instituted which said that all people under
the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes must sacrifice to the idols. One by one, among
themmany pious Hebrewswent on and sacrificed to the idols so they couldmain-
tain a good relationship with the authority.
Eleazar was, however, a worthy teacher and Solomoni was a worthy mother, not
just because of her large family, seven children, but also because of her good fam-
ily, good children, people of God. They preferred the law of God to the law ofmen.
They were ready to sacrifice everything, even this life, [which is] what they did
when they confessed the one God before Antiochus the pseudo-Epiphanes. Then,
one by one, they were slaughtered in front of the eyes of the mother, Solomoni.
In the end, she, herself, was martyred joyfully, not in sadness as is our [response]
today, in our modern psychologic instability where we do not know to rejoice
when spiritual victories take place, even if in the eyes of many this seems like
unworthiness and slander.
The question is what our angel and what God sees and not what the people see.
Many times, people are misguided and the Gospel is a testament to this misguid-
edness.
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On the one hand, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”
[John 12:13] during the entrance of the Lord in Jerusalem. On the other hand,
“Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” [by] the same people that said
“Hosanna” before.
These SevenMaccabees children, theirmother, Solomoni and their teacher Eleazar,
martyred. What does it mean “martyred?” They did not just give their blood.
They deposited the truth of their soul, even if this truth seemed foolishness in the
eyes of the many. They preferred the “foolishness” of the faith to the logic of this
world and the glory of men.
Now for our little story. I was 20 years old, a second-year law student in Athens.
I hear about the Holy Mountain [Mount Athos], that it is a place of sainthood, as-
ceticism,monasticism formore than a thousand years. I get a friend ofmine from
Paphos [Cyprus] and we go to the Holy Mountain for the first time in February
1982 amid snow and rain.
We were unaccustomed to snow. I did not even have a backpack. The monks
gave me their jackets so I would not feel cold. It was a great all-night vigil for the
feast of St. Charalambos on the old calendar. We performed the all-night vigil.
After the assigned monk ”carved” the light, he went to open the outer door of the
church but it would not open. Why? Snow. Up to 2 meters of snow.
First time in my life I witnessed so much snow. In the morning, the wind blew
and the snow froze and it became like a glass. I was worried.
The fathers [of the monastery] asked me, “Why, Omyros, are you that worried?”
[I replied], “Iwill tell you the truth. I did not comehere for you. I came to see elder
Paisios.” St. Paisios whose holy icon is over there. “I came to your monastery in
Koutloumousi because it is the one closest to the cell of elder Paisios.”
An old monk tells me, “My son, in order to get to the cell of St. Paisios, you have
to stay here with us almost a week. It will take a week for this snow to melt.”
I stayed [at the monastery of Koutloumousiou] for a week. From then on, I am a
monk.
In one week, we went to St. Paisios and we found him cleaning the path [to his
cell] with a shovel so that the faithful could approach him. Two Cypriot guys
[standing] in front of an Athonite, Cappadocian Saint.
“Come inside, guys. You are from Cyprus. It’s a bit warm in my cell. Come so
you don’t feel cold.” He took us in Panagouda, in his really small church, on your
right after you entered.
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As soon as he saw me, do you know what he told me?

”You, tall one, now that you will go back to the city where you study, Athens.”

[At this point] I have not said a word to him [about where I study].

“Go look for used books and buy the Old Testament. Have you read the Old Tes-
tament?”

“I have only read the first chapters on how God created the earth, as written by
the Prophet Moses.”

“No, read the ones that will be useful to you when you grow up.”

“[The Old Testament] has too many books, as I’ve seen,” I tell him.

“Yes, my son, they are many. You are going to read the Maccabees,” the Mac-
cabees whose feast day we celebrate today. Yet, I had no idea [back then] who
the Maccabees were.

“Therewill comea timewhenyouwill have to domany timeswhat theMaccabees
did. And you will come back to see me once every year. If it’s seven years, seven
times.”

“You will also build a lot of monasteries [in the future]. Come and I will show you
how to build them.”

He carved a rectangle on the earth, split it in half and said, “Two yards, one for
everyone and another one for the monks or the nuns so that the monks or the
nuns won’t complain.”

“Am I going to do all these things, myself?” I was 20 years old back then.

“Not right now. When you growup and become an ’official person’ [of the church,
i.e., clergy].”

Lord have mercy! Still, I did obedience to him. I went to Athens. I found a used
Old Testament. I bought it. With lots of curiosity and agony, I opened [the Old
Testament] to see how the Maccabees lived. With my young university ideals
and visions, I expected that they would be some kind of glorious people. Thus, I
would be glorified as well [in my life]. I read their lives and what do I find out
about them. They slaughtered all seven of them! My Panagia [Virgin Mary], I
said!

Consistent to the promise I gave to theman of God [St. Paisios], I visited him again
next year.

“What was this thing you made me read?”

“Did you read it?”
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“Yes, I did. They slaughtered them!”

“My son, it’s not for the slaughtering that I told you [to read it]. Nobody will
slaughter you. However, when you grow up and become ‘official person of the
church’ [i.e., clergy], you will have to confess your faith! Just like the seven Mac-
cabees children did. You need to become teachers! Just like St. Eleazar. You need
to findmothers, just like St. Solomoni – [mothers] who do notmake children [des-
tined] for death, but for the eternal life.” Meaning mothers who make Saintly
children. A Saint does not die. He becomes an image of God and lives eternally.
Years went by. I became a Metropolitan here in the blessed Metropolis of Mor-
phou.

I first narrated [this incident] with St. Paisios when Fr. Lukas became a priest.
[Otherwise] I kept it formyself. I used to come here, perform the Feast of the Holy
Cross. I glorified its power and its energy but said nothing. I commemorated the
Maccabees, but I kept it inside. [Then] I told Fr. Lukas about it.

Fr. Lukas says, “My bishop, shouldwemake a holy icon of the SevenMaccabees?”

“Let’s make one, my Lukas. Find a donor.”

[Fr. Lukas said], “I found him.”

“Who?”

[Fr. Lukas]: “You.”

[Fr. Lukas continued], “I am not talking about finding a donor for themoney. The
Pedouliotes [of Pedoulas, Cyprus] and Maratheutes [those in Maratha, Cyprus]
are always willing to help. You should leave [as legacy] a holy icon since you are
‘affiliated’ with these Saints.”

We made this holy icon. And written on the bottom is,

Lord, make Archpriest Neofytos worthy
of the confession the Maccabees gave.

Yet, every time you confess the truth, you must have also confessed it with your
kids and grandkids who are affected by the atheist Europe, its culture and its
habits. Let alone, the foreigners. They will mock you, call you obsolete, say that
these things don’t happen anymore, and the things you say,my father,mymother,
my bishop, are not logical. Still, you must be steady and confess the truth so that
they become people of the eternal truth, of the eternal life of Christ.

Listen to what today’s Apostle Reading says, “For the message of the Cross is fool-
ishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power
of God.” [1 Corinthians 1:18]
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When we are talking about the Holy Cross of Christ and that on this disgraceful
wood, the God of the universe was crucified, our Lord Jesus Christ. To those who
are perishing, meaning they are lost and forgotten by themselves and [from] the
memory of God, this message seems foolishness, madness, illogical. But to those
who are destined for salvation, it is the power of God, on the Holy Cross, because
on the Holy Cross He condescended to lay His God-man body, His hands and His
palms and His feet, our Lord Jesus.
For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent.” [1 Corinthians 1:19]
It was written that I [God] will destroy this prudence, this pseudo-wisdom, this
pseudo-logic, this pseudo-science, because I will introduce from now on a new
logic, says God, a new logos [i.e., word], the Logos of God, thus theology. This is
what we live all these years. [Then] Europe and especially the NewWorld Order
introduced [customs and practices], whichwe did not understand and the priests
and archpriest did not speak [against], customs and practices alien to the law of
God. When the parents do not heed the truth of the Gospel, this lawless law “acts
upon” them [so that] the atheist law affects the shaping of our children.
For this, I beg in your love, do not care if the majority mocks us, if they crucify
us. Our God is crucified. Before our God was resurrected, they mocked Himwith
a scarlet robe and a reed. Yet this God on the Cross [managed to] beat sin, beat
death, beat the devil. Thus, if we want to beat these three, we have to follow the
Logos [message] of the Cross and not the logic of this age, [the age] of the New
Disorder, not the [New] Order as they present it. They present it as a New Order
with new customs, new culture, new democracy, and yet, they do not tolerate
speech that is different. They do not tolerate the catechesis of our faithful, as it is
needed, according to the Old and the New Testament.
This is what I wanted to say in your love today. A relevant, celebrational and
experiential message, [all] at the same time. I wish you strength and when they
prosecute you, not because of your powers, not because of your beauty, not for
your money, but for Christ, then be joyful. Do not be sad [because] you partake
of the Beatitude which says, “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven.” [Matthew 5:11-12]
A bishop from the Patriarchy calledme yesterday and toldme, “My dear Neophy-
tos, do not be sad for what you hear [against you]. Our prayers are next to you,”
and he stated this Beatitude.
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I told him, “I am not sad and I have secret joy and peace inmy heart as a gift from
the Holy Spirit. The reason [for this joy] is that I partake of this Beatitude, even if
I am not worthy.”
And as many times as needed, again and again [I will partake]. St. Mamas “has
trained” us for this since 2003. Ever since then, we are familiar with reproach
and the Cross, because we expect the glory not of men, but of God. I wish it to
you, you wish it for us. Through the prayers of our Holy Father, Lord Jesus Christ
our God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.
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